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Committee Overview 

Introduction 

The promotion and protection of human rights is a core function of the United Nations (UN).1 In 1948, the UN 

General Assembly adopted a text on human rights and emphasized its importance within international law.2 This 

text, known as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948), laid the foundation for much of the 

work done by the UN at the international level. Human rights continue to be an important cross-cutting issue that 

affects several topic areas, such as peace and security.3 

Several UN bodies work to promote and protect human rights around the world, the most important of which is the 

Human Rights Council (HRC).4 Established in 2006, the HRC discusses thematic issues in accordance with its 

mandate as well as regional and state-specific situations and provides recommendations to Member States and other 

UN entities on improving human rights.5 Additionally, the HRC plays the leading role in responding to all human 

rights abuses around the world.6 In particular, under the auspices of the HRC, the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 

aims to improve the human situation in all 193 UN Member States by reminding each one of their responsibilities to 

fully respect and fulfil their human rights obligations.7 

History 

UN Commission on Human Rights (1946-2006) 

Initially, the United Nations tasked the UN 

Commission on Human Rights (UN CHR) with issues 

related to the protection and promotion of human 

rights. Established by the Economic and Social 

Council in 1946, the UN CHR was mandated to 

examine, monitor, and report on human rights 

challenges in specific states, as well as on more 

universal human rights violations committed 

regionally or globally.8 In addition, the UN CHR also 

accepted and investigated human rights complaints 
brought by groups and individuals while discussing 

those that indicated a need for intervention.9 

Former Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s report, In 

Larger Freedom (2005), reaffirmed the important role 

the UN CHR played in making the international 

community aware of human rights issues, in addition 

to providing an international forum for the 

development of UN human rights policy and analysis 
of human rights compliance by theme and by 

country.10 However, the report also highlighted the 

declining credibility and professionalism of the UN CHR.11 For example, some of the world’s most repressive 

countries were allowed to join the UN CHR because of inadequate membership standards. This then allowed these 

countries to influence the tone and tenor of the discussion on crucial human rights norm-setting policymaking 

                                                        
1 UN DPI, General Assembly, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/  
2 UN DPI, History of the Document. http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-declaration/history-document/ 
3 UN, What we do- Protect human rights, http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/index.html  
4 OHCHR, United Nations HRC, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx  
5 OHCHR, UNCHR: Background information- Procedures and mechanisms, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/Background.aspx 
6 OHCHR, Briefing Note: UN HRC, 2017, http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/HRC_briefingnote_En.pdf 
7 OHCHR, Universal Periodic Review, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx  
8 OHCHR, UNCHR: Background information- Procedures and mechanisms, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/Background.aspx 
9 Ibid. 
10 UNGA, In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all, 2005, http://undocs.org/a/59/2005 
11 Ibid. 

Terminology 

There are several bodies within the human rights 

system which have similar names. To clarify: 

Human Rights Council: The current body within the 

UN system which is responsible for overseeing the 

development of human rights norms and the 

implementation of human rights conventions. 

Human Rights Committee: The body which is 

responsible for reviewing Member State 

implementation of the International Covenant on Civil 

and Political Rights (1966). The Committee is a 

subsidiary body of the Human Rights Council. 

Commission on Human Rights: The predecessor 
body to the Human Rights Council, originally 

established in 1946. 

 

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-declaration/history-document/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/index.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/Background.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/HRC_briefingnote_En.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/Background.aspx
http://undocs.org/a/59/2005


 

6 

processes, as well as obfuscate and block conversations regarding their own complicity in perpetuating human rights 

abuses at a national level.12 

Reform and establishment of the Human Rights Council (2005 – 2006) 

In response to challenges to the credibility and integrity of the UN CHR, the General Assembly adopted resolution 

60/251 in 2006 to replace the body with the smaller Human Rights Council.13 The resolution also granted new 

powers and procedures to the Human Rights Council beyond those of the UN CHR, including the establishment of 

the UPR as a critical review and accountability mechanism.14 The UPR examines each Member States’ adherence to 

human rights obligations and supports states in adhering to those obligations.15 From 2008-2011, the HRC 

completed its first cycle of the UPR process by reviewing the human rights situations of all UN Member States.16 

Structure and Organization  

One of the smaller inter-governmental bodies within the UN, the HRC consists of 47 Member States, which are 

elected by a majority of the General Assembly (GA).17 Membership of the HRC is proportionally distributed 

between UN Regional Groups, with 13 seats from African states, 13 seats from Asian states, six seats from Eastern 

European states, eight seats from Latin American and Caribbean states, and seven seats for Western European and 

Other States.18 Members of the HRC serve three-year terms but are unable to serve more than two consecutive 

terms.19 Membership in the HRC is open to all UN Member States, and ideally, a country elected to the HRC would 
have a strong, positive record protecting and promoting human rights.20 Between 2006 and 2017, a total of 103 UN 

Member States have served on the HRC.21 

The Bureau of the Council, which primarily deals with procedural and organizational functions, is composed of one 

elected president and four vice - presidents, one from each of the five regional groups.22 Additionally, the HRC has 

established a Human Rights Advisory Committee composed of 18 experts elected by the Council, which provides 

research-based advice and guidance to the HRC.23  

Aside from the HRC, the UPR has its own mechanism governing its review and recommendation processes 

regarding human rights. The UPR Working Group, composed of representatives of the 47 states in the HRC and 

open to the participation of all Member States, conducts the investigations and reports on States under Review 

(SuR). The Working Group meets three times per year and conducts 14 reviews per session, totalling 42 per year. A 

full UPR cycle – wherein all Member States are reviewed – takes three to four years. In order to facilitate the 

participation of all states, particularly developing and least - developed states, the Voluntary Trust Fund for 

Participation in the UPR was established in 2008. States may donate to the fund to help developing countries 

participate in the UPR process; funds may be used for travel costs of state representatives to attend UPR sessions, as 

well as training for states preparing their national reports for the UPR. The HRC also established the Voluntary Fund 
for Financial and Technical Assistance for the UPR in 2008. While the participation fund supports states in their 

involvement in the UPR, the technical assistance fund supports states in implementing recommendations that come 

out of the UPR process, such as holding regional seminars and implementing information - sharing mechanisms. 

Mandate and Powers  

                                                        
12 UN Watch, Human Rights Reform, http://secure.unwatch.org/site/c.bdKKISNqEmG/b.1342853/k.C17/Human_Rights_Reform.htm 
13 UNGA, Human Rights Council, 2006, http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251 
14 Ibid. 
15 OHCHR, Basic facts about the UPR, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx 
16 OHCHR, HRC Universal Periodic Review, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/uprlist.pdf  
17 OHCHR, Welcome to the HRC, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx 
18 OHCHR, Membership of the HRC, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Membership.aspx  
19 UNGA, Human Rights Council, 2006, http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251 
20 Ibid. 
21 OHCHR, Membership of the HRC, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Membership.aspx 
22 Ibid. 
23 OHCHR, Background information on the advisory committee, 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/AboutAC.aspx  

http://secure.unwatch.org/site/c.bdKKISNqEmG/b.1342853/k.C17/Human_Rights_Reform.htm
http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/uprlist.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/AboutAC.aspx
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As outlined with GA resolution 60/251 (2006), the HRC plays a central role in protecting and promoting all human 

rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as addressing violations of human rights.24 More specifically, the HRC 

would work to promote those human rights that are civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and the right 

to development.25 The HRC also carries out the UPR, which primarily works as a cooperative mechanism, based on 

interactive dialogue, to gauge and review the progress of each Member State on their human rights obligations and 

commitments.26 HRC resolution 5/1, in particular, decided that each State under Review (SuR) would be evaluated 

in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations (1946), the UDHR (1948), and other human rights treaties to 

which the state is party and any other human rights commitments or obligations made by the state.27  

Practically, a variety of documents are required to facilitate the review process.28 First, each SuR prepares and 

submits a national report to the Council on key human rights challenges, national priorities, and updates on human 

rights situations identified in the last review process.29 The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) also prepares a report regarding human rights adherence by the SuR based on other reports by treaty 

bodies, observation and comments by the State itself, as well as any other relevant official UN documents.30 

Additionally, other states are permitted to submit advanced questions concerning the SuR’s progress on human 

rights 10 days prior to the actual review, when all documents are discussed.31 The SuR’s written presentation and 

summaries are also prepared six weeks before the review by an interactive Working Group, which includes the 47 
members of the HRC and a delegation from the SuR.32 The process further includes three rapporteurs chosen from 

HRC membership, known as the “ troika”, which facilitates the review process and prepare the report of the working 

group.33 

An important aspect of ensuring the success of the UPR process is tracking the progress of states in implementing 

recommendations. Currently, no formal follow-up process exists, but civil society has noted the importance of 

formalizing a follow-up or mid-term update to track progress and assist states in areas where they are struggling to 

address challenges.34 UPR Info, a civil society organization (CSO) working to improve and maximize the impact of 
the UPR, has conducted its own mid-term review to assess states’ progress and urged the HRC to formalize this 

process within its official functions.35 In 2016, this group completed an evaluation on the effectiveness of the first 

two cycles of the UPR, concluding that positive changes have been made and that the third cycle’s success will 

hinge on its ability to “deliver sustainable implementation of UPR recommendations.”36  

While the UPR experienced universal participation in its first review cycle, there are concerns regarding non - 

participation.37 Some states have refused to accept recommendations, implement recommendations, or participate in 

the review process itself.38 Such lack of participation in the UPR process is known as cases of “persistent non-

cooperation,” which can generally be addressed through the nomination of a Special Envoy to follow up with the 
state directly and scheduling additional meetings with the state in question before the subsequent UPR.39 UPR Info 

and the International Service for Human Rights also suggested different steps, such as submitting a national report 

and mid-term report, and participating in the interactive dialogue, to improve participation in and cooperation with 

the UPR process.40 

                                                        
24 UNGA, Human Rights Council, 2006, http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 UNGA, Institution-building of the HRC, 2007, https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/325B5DF6ABBFBF268525734100634561  
28 Ibid.  
29 Ibid.  
30 Ibid.  
31 Ibid.  
32 Ibid.  
33 Ibid.  
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid. 
36 UPR-Info, The Butterfly Effect: Spreading good practices of UPR implementation, 2016, https://goo.gl/uku7n5 
37 UPR-Info, Israel absent from its own UPR, 2013, https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/israel-absent-its-own-upr  
38 Ibid.  
39 UPR-Info, HRC discusses cases of non-cooperation, https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/human-rights-council-discusses-cases-non-cooperation  
40 Ibid. 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/325B5DF6ABBFBF268525734100634561
https://goo.gl/uku7n5
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/israel-absent-its-own-upr
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/human-rights-council-discusses-cases-non-cooperation
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Separate from the UPR, the Complaint Procedure is an important mechanism that allows the Council to address 

gross violations of human rights.41 A person or group of persons claiming to be the victim of a gross violation of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms must submit the complaint.42 To address the complaint, two working 

groups comprised of members of the Council are created who determine the admissibility and veracity of the 

claim.43 Addressing the substance of the claim is done cooperatively: both working groups meet with the Member 

State in question to give it the opportunity to respond to the claims and work on improving the situation.44 The 

Council may decide to suspend the review, continue the review, or provide technical assistance to the state until the 

Council is satisfied the situation has been addressed.45  

Recent Work of the Human Rights Council Universal Period Review 

In 2011, the HRC completed the first review cycle of the UPR, which reviewed all Member States once.46 Despite 

positive aspects of the UPR, such as increased communication and dialogue between governments and non-state 

actors, there were some recommendations to further improve the review process.47 A few of these recommendations 
include promoting engagement of non-governmental organizations; providing more action-oriented 

recommendations; and limiting recommendations making vague appeals to the international community to provide 

assistance or calls for a certain action or policy to be continued.48 The second cycle of the UPR began in 2012 and 

reviewed a total of 14 Member States by the end of 2016.49 In comparison to the first cycle, the second cycle of the 

UPR succeeded in increasing participation of CSOs and states.50 Additionally, the percentage of specific and action-

oriented recommendations increased from 31% to 39%.51 However, even with these improvements, the third cycle 

of the UPR also presents opportunities to improve the quality of recommendations and focus more on follow-up and 

implementation.52  

Agenda and Priorities  

The third cycle of the UPR began in May 2017, with the 27th session of the UPR Working Group, and is projected to 

conclude in 2021.53 At this point, each UN Member State has been reviewed at least two times and has worked to 

implement the human rights recommendations they received.54 In order for the UPR process to succeed, Member 

States must prioritize the implementation and reporting elements of the review mechanism.55 High-quality, action-

oriented and specific recommendations, as well as the production of production of mid-term reports, are also crucial 

to measuring progress of human rights.56 Further, CSOs remain important actors in the UPR process, which often 
provide current information on and better understanding of a human rights situation in a specific state.57 

On 15 September 2017, human rights leaders from around the world gathered to give their perspectives on the role 

of the UPR mechanism.58 In addition, these leaders highlighted the strong linkages between human rights 

mechanisms and the 2030 Agenda.59 Specifically, Member States were encouraged to make more recommendations 

                                                        
41 UNGA, Institution-building of the HRC, 2007, https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/325B5DF6ABBFBF268525734100634561 
42 Ibid. 
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 OHCHR, HRC Universal Periodic Review, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/uprlist.pdf 
47 McMahon, The UPR: Evaluation of the First Cycle of the New UPR Mechanism, 2012, http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/genf/09297.pdf  
48 Ibid. 
49 OHCHR, Cycles of the Universal Periodic Review, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/CyclesUPR.aspx  
50 UPR-Info, The Butterfly Effect: Spreading good practices of UPR implementation, 2016, https://goo.gl/uku7n5 
51 Ibid.  
52 OHCHR, Universal Periodic Review (UPR): the third cycle, http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/PPP_UPR_3rd_cycle_EN.pdf  
53 UPR-Info, OHCHR takes steps to focus on implementation, 2017, https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/ohchr-takes-steps-to-focus-on-

implementation  
54 Ibid. 
55 UPR-Info, Ensuring sustainable UPR implementation: A call to action for States to strengthen the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review, 

2016, https://goo.gl/t2oUxa  
56 UPR-Info, States and UPR-Info share best practices for specific action oriented recommendations, 2017, https://www.upr-

info.org/en/news/states-and-upr-info-share-best-practices-for-specific-action-oriented-recommendations  
57 UPR-Info, The CSO Compendium: A comprehensive guide for CSOs engaging in the UPR, 2017, https://goo.gl/5GKKx4  
58 UPR-Info, The UPR: a lever to integrate a gender perspective in the SDGs, 2017, https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/the-upr-lever-to-integrate-

gender-perspective-in-the-sdgs  
59 Ibid. 

https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/325B5DF6ABBFBF268525734100634561
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/uprlist.pdf
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/genf/09297.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/CyclesUPR.aspx
https://goo.gl/uku7n5
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/PPP_UPR_3rd_cycle_EN.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/ohchr-takes-steps-to-focus-on-implementation
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/ohchr-takes-steps-to-focus-on-implementation
https://goo.gl/t2oUxa
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/states-and-upr-info-share-best-practices-for-specific-action-oriented-recommendations
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/states-and-upr-info-share-best-practices-for-specific-action-oriented-recommendations
https://goo.gl/5GKKx4
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/the-upr-lever-to-integrate-gender-perspective-in-the-sdgs
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/the-upr-lever-to-integrate-gender-perspective-in-the-sdgs
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related to economic, social and cultural, political and civil rights in accordance with the targets and goals outlined in 

the 2030 Agenda.60 In addition to these recommendations, Member States are also recommended to establish 

national human rights indicators that improve human rights and work towards the achievement of the 2030 

Agenda.61 Grounded in international human rights law, the goals and targets provided in the 2030 Agenda are both 

universal and inclusive, allowing for further opportunities to promote the realization of human rights for all 

individuals, without discrimination.62 

Meetings and Events  

From 1 to 12 May 2017, during the first UPR of the 3rd cycle and 27th session of the UPR Working Group, 14 states 

underwent their third UPR.63 At this session, a number of issues presented in previous UPR cycles were highlighted, 

including women’s rights and those related to racism and discrimination.64 More specifically, the recommendations 

by made by states to the SuRs addressed the issues of violence against women; the right to education and right to 

health; freedom of expression, assembly and association; and detention of migrants, refugees, asylum-seekers and 
children.65 During the 36th session of the HRC, which took place from 11 to 29 September 2017, the UPR Working 

Group reports from the 27th session of the UPR were adopted.66  

The 28th session of the UPR took place on 6-17 November 2017 and saw 11 out of 14 SuRs reviewed for the third 

time.67 At this session, a total of nearly 3,000 recommendations were made to all SuRs, with an average of 213 for 

each SuR.68 Most of these recommendations focused on issues such as the ratification of international instruments; 

rights of women; rights of children; abolition of torture; freedom of expression, opinion, peaceful assembly, and 

religion; and the death penalty.69 Issues raised by CSOs and national human rights institutions at the Pre-sessions 

were also addressed, which primarily aim to shape the recommendations that states make at the UPR.70 The final 
outcome of the 28th session of the UPR will be adopted by the HRC at its 37th session taking place in March 2018.71  

Conclusion  

The HRC established in 2006 placed greater emphasis on accountability and representation.72 Further, the UPR was 
established to not act as an extra mechanism of the HRC, but as its primary function.73 Through peer review and 

interactive dialogue, the UPR also aims to facilitate action-oriented, specific recommendations that improve human 

rights at the local, national and international level.74 Although an innovative and inclusive mechanism for the 

promotion and protection of human rights, the UPR still requires some changes and adjustments.75 Specifically, any 

of these changes or adjustments should focus more on strengthening implementation, improving reporting, and 

measurement of impact.76   

                                                        
60 Ibid. 
61 UPR-Info, The Butterfly Effect: Spreading good practices of UPR implementation, 2016, https://goo.gl/uku7n5  
62 OHCHR, Transforming our World: Human Rights in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/MDGs/Post2015/HRAndPost2015.pdf  
63 UPR-Info, Women’s rights, detention, and racial discrimination highlighted at UPR 27, https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/womens-rights-

detention-and-racial-discrimination-highlighted-at-upr-27  
64 Ibid. 
65 Ibid.  
66 OHCHR, 36th Session of the HRC: Reports, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session36/Pages/ListReports.aspx  
67 UPR-Info, Almost 3,000 recommendations made to the states of session 28, 2017, https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/almost-3000-

recommendations-made-to-the-states-of-session-28  
68 Ibid. 
69 Ibid. 
70 Ibid. 
71 OHCHR, HRC Universal Periodic Review Working Group to hold 28th session in Geneva from 6 to 17 November 2017, 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22342&LangID=E  
72 Gujadhur & Limon, Towards the Third Cycle of the UPR: Stick or Twist?, 2016, http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf  
73 Ibid. 
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75 Gujadhur & Limon, Towards the Third Cycle of the UPR: Stick or Twist?, 2016, http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf 
76 Ibid. 
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https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/womens-rights-detention-and-racial-discrimination-highlighted-at-upr-27
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/womens-rights-detention-and-racial-discrimination-highlighted-at-upr-27
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session36/Pages/ListReports.aspx
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/almost-3000-recommendations-made-to-the-states-of-session-28
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/almost-3000-recommendations-made-to-the-states-of-session-28
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22342&LangID=E
http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf
http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/greater-links-between-the-upr-and-sdgs-needed-in-the-3rd-cycle
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/greater-links-between-the-upr-and-sdgs-needed-in-the-3rd-cycle
http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf
http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf


 

10 

I. Colombia 

Colombia, however, risks wasting this opportunity for peace if it does not completely disarm itself 

and if the communities most impacted during the internal armed conflict, including women human 

rights leaders and activists, continue to be ignored in the implementation of the Peace Accord. I am 

here today to make visible their urgent calls and want to stress that for my people, it is actually a 

matter of life and death. - Ms. Charo Mina Rojas, UN Security Council Open Debate on Women, 

Peace and Security. 

Introduction  

The United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council conducted its first Universal Periodic Review (UPR) on the 

Colombian government’s protection and promotion of human rights in 2008 and again in 2013.77 The first cycle of 

the UPR on Colombia concluded that the difficult geography, violence of armed groups and institutional failings 

cause widespread human rights challenges which are further exacerbated by the drug trade that has generated large 

resources and intense conflicts between the Colombian government and CSOs.78 The second cycle of the UPR 

identified sexual violence, enforced disappearance, killing of protected persons, trafficking in persons and anti-

personal mines accompanied by unexploded munitions as central concerns in Colombia’s human rights progress.79 
Colombia has made significant progress in land restitution efforts, creation of a commission for the protection of 

women and girls against violence and its application of international humanitarian law in the investigation of armed 

forced personnel for conflict-related crimes and abuses attributed to the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 

(FARC) since the beginning of the peace process.80 Colombia has considerable progress to make in limiting threats 

and killings of human rights defenders and continued operation of paramilitaries and abuses by guerrilla groups.81 

The issues of internal displacement and sexual and gender-based violence along with Indigenous rights are also 

important.82  

The 2017 Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation of human rights in 
Colombia (A/HRC/34/3/Add.3) makes some notable recommendations, which include: an effective protection and 

incentives system for public officials to participate in transitional justice mechanisms; guarantee citizen security in 

rural areas in accordance with international standards and the Constitution; advance on a negotiated solution to the 

arms conflict while respecting human rights and international humanitarian law; address the obstacles that impede 

rural participation in the election process; encourage the private sector to further develop business activities which 

contribute to improving living conditions in areas affected by conflict, violence and poverty among several other 

recommendations.83  

Background and Information 

Colombia has witnessed a forty five year old internal armed conflict between the Government and various non-state 

armed groups, including leftist guerrillas that fight the state (i.e. FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia) 

and the National Liberation Army (ELN)) and illegal right-wing paramilitary organizations, all of which have 

violated international human rights and humanitarian law.84 The 1960s saw the beginning of these guerrilla groups 

and the early stages of the war against drug cartels, which were later, stepped up in the two decades that followed.85 

Peace talks with the guerillas were started in 1998, and in 2000 the United States of America gave Colombia almost 

US$1 billion in military aid.86 In 2002 peace talks were discontinued and rebels were ordered out of the 
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78 OHCHR, National Report Submitted in Accordance With Paragraph 15 (A) of the Annex to HRC 5/1, 2008. 

http://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session3/CO/A_HRC_WG6_3_COL_1_Colombia_E.pdf  
79 UN HRC Working Group on the UPR, National Report: Colombia (A/HRC/WG.6/16/COL1), 2013. http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/16/COL/1 
80 Amnesty International, Colombia 2016/2017. https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/colombia/report-colombia/  
81 Ibid. 
82 Human Rights Watch, Colombia Events of 2016. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/colombia  
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demilitarized zone only to have President Uribe offer rebels peace talks if they halt criminal activities and declare a 

ceasefire in 2009.87 The 2016 peace agreement by the Santos Government has resulted in a ceasefire by FARC and 

the government’s suspension of aerial bombardments, as well as the establishment of a UN political mission which 

is responsible for verifying the implementation of the ceasefire and peace agreement.88 Colombia now faces threats 

of the possibility of illegal groups and criminals filling the vacuum left by FARC’s demobilization and greater short-

term threats to land reform campaigners and other activists.89 

Cooperation with Human Rights Mechanisms  

Colombia joined the UN in 1945 and has since ratified and acceded to most core international human rights 

instruments, including:90 

Intl. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1969) (CERD) State Party (1981) 

Intl. Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1976) (ICCPR) State Party (1969) 

Optional Protocol (1976) State Party (1969) 

Second Optional Protocol, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (1991) State Party (1997) 

Intl. Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1976) (ICESCR) State Party (1969) 

Optional Protocol (2013) N/A 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1981) (CEDAW) State Party (1982) 

Optional Protocol (2000) State Party (2007) 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(1987) (CAT) 
State Party (1987) 

Optional Protocol (2006) N/A 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990) (CRC) State Party (1991) 

Optional Protocol, on the involvement of children in armed conflict (2002) State Party (2005) 

Optional Protocol, on the sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography (2002) State Party (2003) 

Optional Protocol, on a communications procedure (2014) N/A 

Intl. Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their 

Families (2003) (ICMW) 
State Party (1995) 

Intl. Convention for the Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearance (2010) (CPED) State Party (2012) 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2008) (CRPD) State Party (2011) 

Optional Protocol (2008) N/A 

Role of the Human Rights Council and the International System 

OHCHR-Columbia was established in 1997 pursuant to an agreement between the Government of Colombia and the 

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.91 The office’s mandate includes: monitoring the human rights condition 

in order to provide recommendations on the protection of these rights through annual reports; cooperation and 

technical assistance to the government to promote respect for human rights and international humanitarian law in 

Colombia; technical assistance to civil society and non-governmental organizations and individuals and promotion 

of human rights and dissemination of information on humanitarian law standards to the general public.92  

                                                        
87 BBC, Colombia Timeline, 2012. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/1212827.stm  
88 UN DPA, UN Verification Mission in Colombia. https://colombia.unmissions.org/en  

United Kingdom, Corporate Report Colombia-Human Rights Priority Country, 2017. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/colombia-

human-rights-priority-country/colombia-human-rights-priority-country  
89 Ibid.  
90 United Nations, United Nations Member States, 2006. https://www.un.org/press/en/2006/org1469.doc.htm 

OHCHR, OHCHR Dashboard: Colombia. http://indicators.ohchr.org/  
91 OHCHR, OHCHR in Colombia 2013-2014. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COSummary1314.aspx  
92 OHCHR, OHCHR in Colombia 2013-2014 Background. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COSummary1314.aspx  
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Special rapporteurs and independent experts responsible for monitoring specific human rights concerns have also 

carried out visits to Colombia, which has led to reports with detailed recommendations that can be taken forward 

and are regularly reflected in the UPR. Notably, the following recent visits are particularly relevant:93  

 Independent expert on minorities from 1-12 February 201094 

 Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions from 8-18 June 200995 

 Special Rapporteur on human rights defenders from 7-18 September 200996 

 Working Group on arbitrary detention from 1-10 October 200897 

 Special Rapporteur on indigenous peoples from 20 July 2009 to 27 July 2009 

 Special Rapporteur on independence of judges from 7 December 2009 to 16 December 2009 

Additional visits have been previously carried out by the special rapporteurs or experts on racism, independence of 

judges, IDPs, violence against women, racism, education, freedom of expression, disappearances, health, indigenous 
peoples, and water and sanitation.98 

Implementation of International Human Rights Obligations 

There are a range of institutions and frameworks which support the implementation of international human rights 

norms at a national level. The Constitution of Colombia (1991) and national laws “provide a robust human rights 
framework that is, however, unevenly implemented across the country,” and exacerbated by an “unwillingness to 

accept responsibility,” for past violations, as well as formalism, and bureaucratic hurdles.99 

There is a National Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law System created in 2011, which was 

restructured in September 2014 to be repositioned directly in the Presidency, led by a Minister-Counsellor on Post-

conflict, Human Rights and Security and a Human Rights Advisory Office.100 Further, there is an Ombudsperson’s 

Office (Defensoría del Pueblo), which works under the authority of the General Prosecutor of Colombia, and 

“oversees municipal ombudsperson’s offices (personerías municipales), providing advice and capacity-building to 

the National Federation of Municipal Ombudspersons and direct support in prioritized communities.”101 
Unfortunately, “municipal ombudsperson’s offices have critically insufficient human and material resources. A 

proposed 2014 reform to address those shortcomings failed,” making it challenging to ensure accountability for the 

implementation of human rights norms.102 

Human rights abuses by non-state armed groups 

Despite over thirty years of demobilization efforts, members of non-state armed groups continue to commit human 

rights violations such as killings, disappearances and sexual violence.103 The technical end to the armed conflict has 

not resulted in an end to violence and human rights abuses, reflecting a continuum of violence that is the reality for 

civilians in countries affected by conflict. For example, members of these groups continue to commit such abuses in 

Buenaventura, an Afro-Colombian port on the Pacific Coast which has the highest rate of forced displacement with 

12,956 people fleeing their homes in 2015 and 1,995 from January to October 2016.104 Earlier this year the Attorney 
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96 UN HRC, Report of the special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights Defenders-Mission to Colombia (A/HRC/13/22/Add.3), 2010. 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A.HRC.13.22.Add.3_En.pdf  
97 OHCHR, OHCHR In Colombia. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COIndex.aspx  
98 OHCHR, Country visits by Special Procedures: Colombia. 

http://spinternet.ohchr.org/_Layouts/SpecialProceduresInternet/ViewCountryVisits.aspx?Lang=en&country=COL  
99 OHCHR, Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Colombia 

(A/HRC/28.3/Add.3), 2015. http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/CO/A.HRC.28.3.Add.3_E.doc  
100 Ibid. 
101 Ibid. 
102 Ibid. 
103 Human Rights Watch, Colombia Events of 2016. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/colombia 

 
104 Ibid.  

http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/links/colombian-human-rights/
http://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/16/45/Add.1
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/14/24/Add.2
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A.HRC.13.22.Add.3_En.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COIndex.aspx
http://spinternet.ohchr.org/_Layouts/SpecialProceduresInternet/ViewCountryVisits.aspx?Lang=en&country=COL
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/CO/A.HRC.28.3.Add.3_E.doc
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/colombia


 

13 

General’s office arrested the brother of the former President Alvaro Uribe on charges of murder and association to 

commit crimes for his alleged role in paramilitary groups; from 2006 to 2015, 63 legislators were convicted of 

crimes related to their involvement with paramilitary groups.105 After FARC demobilized, large territories that it 

once controlled have now become power vacuums that threaten to give rise to a resurgence of paramilitary groups 

that are eager to gain power in post-conflict Colombia.106 

Since 2014, the Gaitanista Self-Defence Forces of Colombia (AGC), remnants of the paramilitary groups initiated an 

operation to take control of Alta Baudo, an area populated by Indigenous and Afro-Descendant communities.107 The 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights expressed concern about impunity and the human rights 

impact of the conflict, with an emphasis on the ways paramilitaries threaten the safety and security of the local 

community especially in the forced disappearances, forced displacement and killings of Indigenous and Afro-

Descendant Communities and human rights defenders.108 These human rights abuses by paramilitary groups include 

forced disappearances of over 45000 people and forced displacements of almost 6.6 million people.109 In March 

2016, 30 individuals have been assassinated by paramilitary groups which included 14 people who were community 

and political activists while 16 were killed in the context of ‘social cleansing’ operations by these groups.110 The 

National Liberation Army (ELN) continued using antipersonnel landmines in 2016, which killed three civilians and 

injured 19 people from January through October 2016.111 In a pamphlet, the Gaitanista Self-Defense Forces of 
Colombia (AGC), an offspring of the United Self Defence Forces of Colombia (AUC) promised a violent campaign 

of torture and death and declared human rights defenders to be military targets.112 The Colombian Government 

regards these remnants of paramilitary groups as ‘Bacrims’ or criminal bands that are involved in drug trafficking 

and extortion.113 Some of these have joined forces with left-wing rebels to run drug trafficking operations while in 

other areas, the new gangs and guerrillas have clashed.114 

In order to encourage demobilization, Colombia passed the Justice and Peace Law in 2005 that promises reduced 

sentences to demobilized paramilitary members who confess their crimes; this has had progress as of 2016 with only 
182 of the 30,000 demobilized troops being sentenced under law which covers a small portion of the more than 4000 

defendants seeking asylum under the law.115 

Sexual and gender-based violence 

According to Human Rights Watch, sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) is an extremely prominent issue in 
Colombia mainly due to the poor implementation of treatment protocols, including lack of training and timely access 

to medical services, which create obstacles for women and girls seeking services.116 Perpetrators of SGBV are rarely 

brought to justice in Colombia.117 This is because survivors of sexual abuse face obstacles when seeking justice 

which include the authorities’ historical lack of political will, lack of security for victims and infiltration by illegal 

armed groups and organized crime.118 

                                                        
105 Ibid.  
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SGBV in Colombia is committed in many forms, including torture and mutilation, the killing of unborn children, 

rape in the presence of family members and gang rape.119 In 2015, the murder of a woman because of her gender, 

also known as femicide, was declared a crime and the victim’s right to specialized legal assistance was 

recognized.120 The “More Families in Action” program initiated by the OHCHR-Colombia pays subsidies directly to 

women.121 There is pressure put on women victims of violence to be reconciled with the perpetrator during the first 

stages of the administrative or judicial process despite the prohibition by law of such reconciliation.122 Afro-

Colombian women also describe experiences where they have been subjected to forced labor, violence and rape 

committed by illegal armed groups and forced displacement.123 There is a paucity of psychosocial support services 
available and an insufficient number of shelters for survivors, especially in remote areas.124 

Although there is no official data, it is estimated that during the first decade of the twenty-first century almost 

50,000 people have been victims of SGBV in Colombia.125 The Ombudsman's Early Warning System showed that 

the risk of sexual violence remained high in 2016 and there has been an increase in reports of gender-based violence 

overall but a lower proportion of conflict-related sexual violence.126The UN found 79 cases of sexual violence by 

armed groups in 2016 which included forced prostitution, sexual torture, sexual slavery and harassment by these 

armed groups. In the Santander province, there was an observed pattern of sexual violence against schoolgirls by 

these post demobilization groups with a former principal and former police inspector both facing trial for 
incrimination for sexual slavery and forced recruitment.127 The Government conducted security risk assessments for 

1146 women leaders out of which 675 faced a high risk of violence by armed actors, thus the Ombudsman notes that 

protection must be better adapted to specific needs and contexts.128 The prejudices and stereotypes that exist within 

institutions mean that gender-based violence is not always recognized and there is a lack of specialized training for 

criminal investigators, which leads to gender-based violence not being identified. These prejudices mainly relate to 

the fact that it is often considered the woman’s responsibility not to provoke violence, rather than the man’s 

responsibility to not utilize or perpetrate violence.129 It is common to fail to take into account prior reports of 

violence against women.130 This is because femicide in Colombia is primarily committed by the woman’s partner or 

ex-partner.131 

Internal Displacement and Land Restitution 

Addressing internal displacement requires assistance to justice and protection of victims, which could be in the form 

of a comprehensive land restitution process. 132Violence associated with armed conflict in Colombia has forcibly 

displaced more than 6.8 million people, resulting in the world’s second-largest population of internally displaced 

persons (IDPs).133 The government’s implementation of land restitution under the Victims’ law, which was a law 

enacted to restore millions of hectares of abandoned land and land stolen by armed groups and civilians to internally 
displaced Colombians, is moving slowly.134 As of 2016, there were only 4100 issued court rulings out of more than 

93000 claims that were received.135 Due to internal conflict, farmers in Colombia have been systematically displaced 
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since 1985 and in 2016 more than 6000 people were displaced again in Choco.136 These Internally displaced people 

lack access to basic goods and services, and most of them were rural inhabitants who do not have education or skills 

beyond growing food on their land due to which they are unable to find an alternate means of livelihood.137 They 

arrive in cities without being able to return and are exposed to discrimination trauma and social invisibility, loss of 

citizenship, poverty and violence, gender discrimination and fear thus rendering them to be the most marginalized 

sector of the population who are prone to a lack of human rights protection, welfare loss and lack of access to the 

legal system and their fundamental rights.138 

The main obstacle to the process of restitution in Colombia is that it is a slow process as most of those who claim 

rights to land have not received legal title to the land while others who have received legal possession do not occupy 

the land as they are occupied by armed actors who prevent farmers’ resettlement.139 There is also a lack of security 

to ensure a safe return for people to their own lands as many land claimants are subjected to threats or even killed.140 

Colombia is also unable to guarantee non-repetition of displacement, which is an ongoing process as there have been 

people who have been displaced twice, first by the open conflict between the guerrillas and armed forces of the state 

and then by some illegal groups that resulted as residues from previous paramilitary groups.141 Internal displacement 

in Colombia is most often unidirectional as once most Colombians are displaced, they are displaced for life and 

children who are born into displaced families grow up to be a part of the internally displaced population themselves, 
displacement is thus a cycle that never really ends and it impacts a whole community rather than just a single 

individual.142 In areas under the control of armed groups in Colombia, they impose crippling taxes on landholding 

peasants who cannot afford it and are thus displaced by default.143 

Violence targeting human rights defenders and other activists  

OHCHR in Colombia documented the killings of 28 leading rights advocates and community activists from January 

through September 2016, even in spite of an Interior Ministry program that assigns protection to human rights 

defenders, trade unionists and journalists.144 The progression of the peace process and the ceasefire between the 

Government and the Revolutionary Forces of Colombia (FARC) has increased the level of violence inflicted on 

human rights defenders.145 The Foundation for a Free Press, a respected Colombian non-governmental organization 

that monitors press freedoms reported threats against 91 journalists in 2016 and the National Labor School, 

Colombia’s leading labor rights non-governmental organization (NGO), reported 18 killings of trade unionists in the 

span of two months.146 The members of the Marcha Patriotica, a majority of the social leaders who have been 

assassinated since the signing of the final peace agreement in November 2016 have been a part of this group with 

the assassination of almost 130 of its members. The majority of assassinations has taken place in rural areas and has 

targeted three main groups, which include: defenders of environmental, land and territorial rights; victims and 
supporting organizations in the search for truth, justice and reparation and those who mobilize under the banner of 

peace.147 

Since the beginning of 2017 there have been more killings of human rights defenders, social and community leaders 

in areas that were formerly occupied by FARC than in previous years.148 Activists are mainly being targeted for 

speaking out in favor of the peace deal and for being sympathetic to the FARC cause, according to various rights 
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groups.149 The responsibility for these killings falls upon criminal gangs who are composed of former paramilitaries 

who were not dismantled by state security forces after they demobilized due to the peace deal.150These killings may 

continue despite the peace deal as FARC pulls out of certain areas, thus paving the way for armed groups who will 

carry out these violent acts.151 According to several sources, law enforcement authorities have also committed 

human rights violations against defenders or have shown complaisance while dealing with violations by private 

actors against defenders.152 Human Rights defendants have received threats against themselves and their families 

through pamphlets, obituaries, emails, phone calls and text messages.153 Such threats generate a climate of terror and 

impede legitimate work in defense of human rights.154 

Conclusion 

The UN Human Rights Council noted that there was a significant decrease in the conflict’s impact on civilian lives 

in Colombia, however, it expressed concern about ongoing violations, including arbitrary deprivations of life, 

enforced disappearances, torture and the persistence of impunity.155 Thus there has been significant progress in the 
Human Rights situation in Colombia after the peace deal but the country still has a long way to go before it can be 

rid of its violations that continue to impede the rights and security of civilians. 
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II. Malaysia 

“It is time to ensure that the lived reality of moderation and progressiveness in Malaysia is 

consistent with the rhetoric of its government.” – United Nations Special Rapporteur in the field of 

cultural rights Karima Bennoune.156 

Introduction 

Malaysia is often overlooked, but the international community turned its eyes to the Southeastern nation when 

Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 (MH370) was tragically lost.157 Malaysia’s search for the plane was scattered and 

evasive.158 The government released conflicting information and withheld important data, making them appear 

disorganized and corrupt.159 Besides incorrect details released by the airline involved, the Malaysian military also 

took much too long to release details of a possible tracking lead.160 More than two-thirds of the people aboard 

MH370 were Chinese, riling racial tensions and creating diplomatic tension, even provoking the Chinese 

Communist Party’s daily paper to question Malaysia’s ability to lead the search.161 This event represented a major 

turning point for Malaysia’s status in the public eye –for almost 60 years the country had rarely been presented as 

anything but peaceful and rapidly developing, but the corruption and human rights abuses of its government would 

soon attract scrutiny.162 

Freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, corporal punishment, unjust detentions, sex and gender-based 

violence, and refugees and human trafficking are the top areas of concern in Malaysia according to Human Rights 

Watch.163 There have previously been UPR recommendations in all of these areas, but many have been rejected, and 

new legislation has in some cases made the situation worse. In 2016, the Sedition Act was used to jail the vice 

president of a political party when he called for the leader of the opposition to be released from jail.164 The obtuse 

and broadly applicable Communications and Multimedia Act (CMA) has been used to punish those who insult the 

Prime Minister or Malaysia’s Royalty on social media, in what many consider a lèse-majesté law.165 People who 
engage in peaceful street demonstrations are routinely arrested and prosecuted for violating the Peaceful Assembly 

Law, a document that was the subject of previous HRC-UPR recommendations.166 There have been cases where 

people are detained without trial, tortured, and in some cases beaten to death by police.167 The 2015 Prevention of 

Terrorism Act allows for anyone to be held for up to two years without trial if he or she are determined to be a 

security risk.168 Despite receiving recommendations to abolish it in both rounds of the review, Malaysia continues to 

use the death penalty.169 It is the mandatory punishment for a dozen different crimes, including drug trafficking.170 

Partially because Malaysia is not a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention, refugees have no legal status or rights.171 

These migrants are particularly vulnerable to trafficking schemes, and this situation has been exacerbated by an 

explosion of refugees from Myanmar.172 Discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 

people is rife in Malaysia.173 The punishment for same-sex relations sometimes includes flogging; there is also a 
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prohibition against men “posing as women,” reflective of Shari'a.174 Child marriage is still legal in Malaysia, despite 

widespread outcry from NGOs, HRC-UPR recommendations, and a failed effort in 2016 to pass a law raising the 

minimum age to 18.175 Despite being a key partner to the international community in the war on terror, Malaysia has 

attracted international outcry over its human rights situation, including a 2015 resolution by the European 

Parliament condemning “the deteriorating human rights situation in Malaysia.”176  

National elections will be called in 2018 when the current Prime Minister Najib’s parliament’s term expires.177 Najib 

is dealing with the 1MDB corruption scandal, which has emboldened the opposition.178 In 2008 as Najib was 

coming into power, he promised to close ethnic and religious divides in response to ethnic minorities shifting 

towards the opposition.179 These elections are an opportunity for meaningful change in Malaysia, and it is the 

mandate of the HRC-UPR to not only make obvious suggestions but to make recommendations in such a way that 

Malaysia can listen. 

Background and Framework  

Malaysia is a Southeast Asian nation and a former British 

colony with a large Muslim population.183 It was previously 

attached to Singapore, but the two detached and no longer 

hold animosity against each other.184 After a brief Japanese 
occupation during World War II, there was a 12-year state 

of emergency to combat a communist insurgency, ending in 

1957 when the government was overthrown and 

independence of the Federation of Malaya.185 In 1963 

several British colonies joined and formed the Federation of 

Malaysia.186 After Singapore withdrew from the Federation, 

there was another communist insurgency.187 Racial and 

religious tensions started to run high as mostly-Muslim 

Malays rioted in protest over the relative economic success 

of ethnic Chinese.188 This led to an era of affirmative action 

for Malays, where minimum Malay membership quotas 
were imposed in private and public sector jobs.189 25 years 

after the beginning of the second communist insurrection a peace accord was signed.190 In 1997 the Asian Financial 

Crisis brought political turmoil and a race war between Malays and ethnic Indians.191  

These events set the stage for Malaysia’s human rights landscape today. The Malaysian Human Rights Commission 

(SUHAKAM) submitted a proposal for a National Human Rights Action plan, but they have been waiting several 
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years for a response.192 Despite this, human rights are enshrined in Malaysia’s constitution, and activists frequently 

recall the document in their advocacy.193 Part II of the constitution discusses ‘fundamental liberties,’ several of 

which can be connected to Malaysia’s current human rights situation.194 For instance, ‘No person shall be deprived 

of his life or personal liberty, save in accordance with the law,’ and ‘There shall be no discrimination against 

citizens on the ground… of religion, race, descent, place of birth or gender.’195 Additionally, ‘Every citizen has the 

right to freedom of speech and expression,’ subject to certain limitations.196 Everyone also ‘has the right to profess 

and practice his religion and… to propagate it,’ except in the case of Muslims being converted away from Islam.197 

The constitution also establishes Islam as the country’s official religion.198 The theme of conditional or limited 
human rights is pervasive in the document, and it is an excellent primer on the human rights framework used in 

Malaysia. 

In the first round of the cycle, Malaysia received 28 recommendations to become a party or withdraw reservations to 

international human rights instruments, including treaties and conventions.199 It accepted five of these 

recommendations, two of which were unspecific.200 In the second round, they received 53 such recommendations, 

accepting only one.201 

Malaysia is not a party to six of the key human rights treaties of the United Nations, all of which have been the 
subject of previous recommendations.202 These conventions, 1984 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR), the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED), the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), and the International Convention on the Protection 

of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (CMW).203 While all these conventions are 

important, a few represent the direst of Malaysia’s needs. 

                                                        
192 Davidson, Where’s national human rights action plan, asks Suhakam, 2017, https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/9977/  
193 Malaysia, Federal Constitution, 2010, http://www.agc.gov.my/agcportal/uploads/files/Publications/FC/Federal%20Consti%20(BI%20text).pdf 
194 Ibid.  
195 Ibid. 
196 Ibid. 
197 Ibid. 
198 Ibid. 
199 UPR Info, Database of Recommendations, https://www.upr-info.org/database/index.php 
200 Ibid. 
201 Ibid. 
202 OHCHR, Ratification Status for Malaysia, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=105&Lang=EN 

OHCHR, Status of Ratification: Interactive Dashboard:Malaysia, http://indicators.ohchr.org/  
203 Ibid.  

Intl. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1969) (CERD) N/A 

Intl. Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1976) (ICCPR) N/A 

Optional Protocol (1976) N/A 

Second Optional Protocol, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (1991) N/A 

Intl. Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1976) (ICESCR) N/A 

Optional Protocol (2013) N/A 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1981) (CEDAW) State Party (1995) 

Optional Protocol (2000) N/A 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(1987) (CAT) 
N/A 

Optional Protocol (2006) N/A 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990) (CRC) State Party (1995) 

Optional Protocol, on the involvement of children in armed conflict (2002) State Party (2012) 

Optional Protocol, on the sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography (2002) State Party (2012) 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CAT.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/ConventionCED.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CMW.aspx
https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/9977/
http://www.agc.gov.my/agcportal/uploads/files/Publications/FC/Federal%20Consti%20(BI%20text).pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/database/index.php?limit=0&f_SUR=104&f_SMR=All&order=&orderDir=ASC&orderP=true&f_Issue=All&searchReco=&resultMax=300&response=&action_type=&session=&SuRRgrp=&SuROrg=&SMRRgrp=&SMROrg=&pledges=RecoOnly
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=105&Lang=EN
http://indicators.ohchr.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CAT.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx


 

20 

The CAT is the main UN document detailing the commitment of the international community to avoid using torture 

and other cruel punishments.204 It also reaffirms the 1951 Refugee Convention’s prohibition on refoulement, which 

may be part of the reason why Malaysia is not party to it.205 It also contains provisions for reparations to victims of 

torture, which could have implications for Malaysia as a country.206  

The ICCPR in many ways augments the UDHR (1948) by going into more detail about the civil and political 

liberties which are the birthright of all mankind; particularly relevant to Malaysia is the provision stating that ‘Every 

human being has the inherent right to life,’ and related guidelines for countries which have not abolished the death 

penalty.207 The ICCPR also reaffirms the right to be free from torture, the right of peaceful assembly, and the right to 

liberty, which includes freedom from arbitrary detention.208 

Out of all the international rights mechanisms, Malaysia has not yet acceded to, the 1951 Refugee Convention is 

perhaps the one that is mentioned the most. This document is the cornerstone of international legislation protecting 

the rights of refugees.209 One of the key facets of this document is ‘non-refoulement,’ or the principle that refugees 
should not be expelled against their will.210 Acceding to this human rights instrument would fundamentally change 

the way Malaysia deals with refugees by allowing them to work and receive official documentation, which has the 

potential to alleviate the pain of the Rohingya  Muslims and substantially reduce the incidence of trafficking in the 

region.211  

Cooperation with Human Rights Mechanisms  

In the first cycle in 2009, Malaysia received 147 recommendations.212 Many recommendations from the first cycle 

were also recommendations in the second cycle, particularly recommendations to become a party to international 

agreements.213 Malaysia accepted 80 recommendations and rejected 67, slightly less than half.214  

SUHAKAM is an independent body created by the Malaysian government to promote human rights, advise on 

policy changes, make recommendations on acceding to international treaties, and investigating violations of human 

rights.215 As part of the follow up to the first round of UPR recommendations, SUHAKAM created an Internal UPR 
Follow-up and Monitoring Committee.216 As a result of the first round of recommendations, Malaysia withdrew its 

reservations to Articles 1, 13, and 15 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and began reviewing five other 

Articles.217 Malaysia also withdrew its reservations from several Articles of the Convention on the Elimination of 

All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRPD).218 Malaysia promoted the rights of women by promoting two female Shari'a judges in 2010, 
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creating sexual harassment guidelines, and increasing maternity leave for government employees.219 The 

government has made reducing poverty a top priority, developing the ‘E-Kasih’ system, which registers and 

monitors poor households and allows for better program creation.220 In 2010 Malaysia created the National Strategic 

Plan on Anti-Trafficking in Persons (2010-2015).221 Malaysia held a Post-UPR Briefing Session for CSOs in 2010 

to share the work of various Government bodies on achieving the UPR recommendations.222  

In the second cycle in 2013, Malaysia only rejected 1/3 of recommendations, showing an increased willingness to 

improve.223 During the second cycle, the Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the UN at Geneva drew attention 

to the fact that Malaysia had made substantial progress on the recommendations from the first cycle, including 

creating a National Human Rights Action Plan.224 The HRC-UPR reported feeling satisfied about Malaysia’s 

commitment to human rights, especially noting their Government Transformation Programme.225 Despite this, many 

countries vocally disapproved Malaysia’s failure to accept recommendations on marital rape, the use of corporal 

punishment, and the death penalty.226 Malaysia was tactful about its reasons for rejecting those recommendations, 

saying merely that they might be reconsidered again in the future.227 Malaysia is trying to harness the power of its 

diversity through its comprehensive 1Malaysia program, which focuses on unity and equality.228 While the countries 

present mostly congratulated Malaysia and expressed their hope in future progress, the NGOs present expressed 

their disappointment that certain recommendations had not been accepted.229 For instance, the Asia Pacific Forum 
on Women, Law and Development was frustrated that Malaysia refused a recommendation on marital rape and 

denied rising child marriage numbers, causing the NGO to remind the HRC that Muslim girls can marry at 16.230 At 

one point the Coalition of Malaysian NGOs in the UPR Process (COMANGO) had been declared illegal for 

cooperating with the UPR process, but this decision was later reversed.231 

Malaysia is due to be reviewed in the third cycle in November of 2018.232 In the second cycle of the review, 232 

recommendations were made to Malaysia.233 Malaysia accepted 150 recommendations in full, in part, and in 

principle during the second cycle.234 It rejected 82.235 Many of these recommendations were difficult to quantify, and 
did not meet the specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, and time-bound (SMART) criteria for effective 

recommendations.236 Only 64 of the recommendations were quantifiable.237 

Malaysia also made a number of statements during the interactive dialogue, notably on the subjects of LGBT rights, 

freedom of religion, and the death penalty.238 Malaysia claimed in the second cycle that Orang Asli rights to land, 

beliefs, culture, and non-discrimination were protected in the Federal Constitution and the Aboriginal People’s Act 

1954.239 At the time, the government was working with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to evaluate the economic welfare of the Orang Asli so that a 

development plan could be established.240 The Tenth Malaysia Plan was a government strategy to improve women’s 
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participation in the workforce and eliminate sex-based discrimination.241 Efforts to increase women’s labor included 

establishing childcare centers and extending fully paid maternity leave.242 The country also has an affirmative action 

strategy called the Policy of At Least 30% Women in Decision Making Positions in the Public Sector.243 After seeing 

substantial success with this policy, the government added a similar policy for the private sector.244 Several nations 

suggested repealing the Sedition Act.245 Many countries made suggestions regarding the death penalty, showing that 

it weighs heavily on the international consciousness.246 Many countries also suggested a focus on reducing 

trafficking in persons, especially in reference to women and migrants.247 Sweden suggested that Malaysia should 

establish an independent National Commission on Indigenous Peoples to ensure that domestic laws align with 
international standards.248  

Since the second cycle review in 2013, a group of NGOs has conducted an independent Mid-Term Review of 

Malaysia’s progress.249 The Mid-Term Review identified freedom of speech and the rights of minorities as growing 

concerns.250 After discussions with CSOs, the Malaysian government has decided not to submit a Mid-Term Review 

to the HRC-UPR, but COMANGO has.251 The Orang Alsi and Orang Asal remain areas of contention.252 When a 

court reviewed an Islamic law criminalizing transgender women in Negeri Sembilan, the Government challenged it, 

demonstrating a continuing tension between religion and the rights of minorities.253 The Sedition Act has been used 

more frequently since 2014, flying in direct opposition to two recommendations.254 There have also been 
crackdowns against minority religious groups since 2014, representing a regression in the right to religious 

freedom.255 The death sentence is still in use, and no progress had been made to repeal it as of 2016.256 The land 

rights of indigenous peoples are being neglected, which reifies poverty in the indigenous community.257 There is 

concern among the NGOs of COMANGO that the budget meant to aid indigenous peoples is being mismanaged.258 

Malaysia’s Government Transformation Programme (GTP) is Malaysia’s plan for achieving the Vision 2020.259 The 

GTP is composed of National Key Results Areas (NKRAs) and Ministerial Key Results Areas (MKRAs), which 

were determined through consultations with the public.260 The seven NKRAs are Reducing Crime, Fighting 

Corruption, Improving Student Outcomes, Raising Living Standards of Low-Income Households, Improving Rural 

Development, Improving Urban Public Transport, and Addressing Cost of Living.261 While the GTP is effective at 

creating urban jobs, it has so far failed to develop the subsistence economy.262 Indigenous peoples are 

disproportionate participants in the subsistence economy, and this lopsidedness is a source of growing inequality.263 
The report also found that migrants were often subjected to forced labor and did not have complete access to the 

judicial system.264 A UN Special Rapporteur criticized the Malaysian government’s lack of focus on sex 

trafficking.265 The government has been improving its collaboration with NGOs by giving two NGO representatives 
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seats on the Anti Trafficking in Persons Council (MAPO).266 The Mid-Term review found that the bulk of 

recommendations had not been implemented, and many areas of concern had either experienced ‘minimal progress’ 

or ‘no progress.’267 In 2017 Malaysia hosted the United Nations Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 

Karima Bennoune.268 Bennoune said that she was allowed to travel unhindered and to meet with a wide variety of 

people, and the found widespread instances of Islam overtaking and repressing older Malaysian traditions, giving the 

example of a cultural dance which had been prohibited.269 

Implementation of Human Rights Obligations 

The death penalty 

Malaysia has faced international scrutiny over its use of the death penalty during previous rounds of the UPR.270 In 

Malaysia, people are executed by hanging.271 More than 1,000 people are currently on death row, but only four were 

executed in 2017, and usual annual numbers are less than ten.272 Finding this number is extremely difficult because 

the government does not make its records on the use of the death penalty public, so they make not be accurate.273 At 

least a dozen crimes are punishable by death and several have mandatory death penalties, including robbery, drug 

trafficking, and treason.274 One organization found that in a 51 year stretch from 1960 to 2011, slightly more than 

half were convicted of drug trafficking, 130 were convicted of illegal possession of arms, and four were convicted of 

treason against the king.275 Malaysia used to allow the death penalty for minors, but since removing its reservations 

to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and becoming a full party, individuals under 18 cannot be executed.276 

The government may be considering eliminating the death penalty, and has been commuting the sentences of people 

convicted of drug trafficking to something less severe.277 During one of the last rounds of the UPR, Malaysia 

discussed the potential of abolishing the death penalty for courier-level drug traffickers.278 Malaysia explained that 
its National Harmony Bill, focused on the death penalty, was being debated in consultation with CSOs.279 

Discussion on this issue is absolutely essential to the international community because there are currently citizens of 

other countries on death row in Malaysia.280 

The role and impact of religion in society 

During the second cycle Malaysia made a political statement on the tension between LGBT rights and Islam, saying 

that these issues ‘would be handled carefully and consistent with cultural traditions, religious doctrine and societal 

norms, and domestic laws and regulations.’281 Malaysia also discussed freedom of religion, which it claimed was 

constitutionally guaranteed despite the caveat that converting Muslims is not allowed.282 Despite Malaysia’s 

assertion that freedom of religion has been guaranteed by the constitution, many countries suggested that Malaysia 

should expand interfaith dialogues and ensure that everyone has the ability to worship peacefully.283 Malaysia has a 

lengthy history of Islam and administering justice under Shari'a.284 Malaysia’s National Fatwa Consultative Council 

has selected Sunni Islam as the recommended school of thought for Malaysian Muslims.285 This has geopolitical 

impacts, and demonstrates the fact that Malaysia does not separate religion and state. Germany, Croatia, France, 
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Argentina, Chile, Canada, and the Netherlands all suggested that discrimination against LGBT persons should be 

reduced, and several suggested decriminalizing consensual same-sex activities.286 In 2010 a court decision passed 

allowing non-Muslims to use the word Allah in reference to god, and three women were whipped for extramarital 

sexual relations.287 This resulted in a spike in religious tensions.288 In 2013 an appeals court changed this ruling, 

returning to the previous regulation that only Muslims were permitted to use the word.289 In 2014 the government 

banned COMANGO, which is the civil rights organization that wrote the HRC-UPR Mid-Term Review for 

Malaysia.290 This was because they promoted rights “counter to Islam” including same-sex relationships.291 

Refugees and migrants 

In 2002 the government cracked down on undocumented immigrants, promising flogging and prison sentences for 

offenders.292 After the 2008 financial crisis, Malaysia banned hiring foreigners in an effort to keep its unemployment 

low.293 In 2015 Malaysia and Indonesia acted together to rescue thousands of Rohingya fleeing Myanmar after 

international press coverage highlighted their complacency in the crisis.294 Hundreds of thousands of the Muslim 
Rohingya minority have fled Myanmar as a result of what many are calling a genocide.295 Most have fled to 

Bangladesh, but many have crossed the water to Malaysia.296 More than 88% of Malaysia’s refugees are from 

Myanmar, including 61,000 Rohingya.297 They have no legal status which means they are unable to work, access 

education, or healthcare.298  

In both previous rounds of the Universal Periodic Review, Malaysia has received a recommendation to become a 

party to the 1951 Convention on the Rights of the Refugee, but it has not accepted the recommendation either time. 

Malaysia still has not ratified the 1951 Refugee Convention, and neither have its neighbors Myanmar, Thailand, and 

Indonesia.299 This is important, because if one country were to ratify the treaty people who would have otherwise 
gone to a different country will prefer to go to the country that honors the convention. During the second review 

New Zealand recommended that Malaysia sign and ratify the 1951 Refugee Convention, and align their domestic 

legislation to be in line with international standards.300 Djibouti also suggested acceding to the 1967 Protocol 

relating to the Status of Refugees, which supplements the 1951 Refugee Convention.301 The United States of 

America went even further, suggesting that besides becoming a party to the 1951 and 1967 documents Malaysia 

should also allow refugees to work while they wait to be resettled.302 Refugees are vulnerable to trafficking because 

they are not legally permitted to work.303 The UN Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons visited Malaysia in 

2015 and urged them to focus more heavily on preventing trafficking, noting that there were more than two million 

undocumented workers in Malaysia, who she said are “easy prey to traffickers, and are discouraged from reporting 

exploitation in order to escape from prosecution and deportation.”304 

Freedom of speech 
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UN human rights experts, including the Special Rapporteurs on peaceful assembly, human rights defenders, and 

freedom of expression, called for Malaysia to stop targeting demonstrators in the name of national security.305 

BERSIH 2.0 is a group of CSOs calling for fair elections who held rallies in three cities after their chairperson was 

arrested and detained under Malaysia’s Security Offenses Special Measures Act 2012 (SOSMA).306 This happened 

despite the fact that SOSMA explicitly states that it cannot be used to arrest someone for political activity.307 

SOSMA has also been used to justify a raid on the offices of an NGO promoting political participation for women 

and youth.308 The Special Rapporteurs on peaceful assembly and freedom of expression have asked to visit 

Malaysia, but their requests are still pending.309 

Conclusion  

Malaysia currently finds itself at a crossroads. Even as the country’s human rights conditions on the death penalty, 

torture, refugees, and freedom of religion are getting worse, Malaysia has demonstrated progress in the last two 

rounds of the UPR. It is a country that is developing quickly, publically prioritizes accountability for public officials, 
and trying to recognize its diversity as its strength. The issues that are brought up multiple rounds in the UPR are the 

ones that countries are least likely to comply with; thus it is important to understand why past recommendations 

have not been taken forward and to take advantage of changing political tides.  
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III. Canada 

“Governments may make many, many fine human rights promises, and they have… All for nought? 

Why the gap between promise and reality? One very clear lesson that has emerged over these past 

six decades of international human rights protection is that human rights promises remain empty 

without strong and effective means of oversight and enforcement to ensure that there is 

implementation and compliance.”310 – Alex Neve, Secretary-General of Amnesty International 

Canada 

Introduction 

Canada has a long history of promoting and protecting freedom, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, both 

domestically and abroad.311 However, as with all countries around the world, Canada is still obligated to open its 

human rights records to scrutiny, internationally and domestically.312 Canada was first reviewed on 3 February 2009 

in the first cycle of the UPR and reviewed again during the second cycle of the UPR on 26 April 2013.313 Regarding 

Canada’s human rights record, some issues raised at these review cycles include the administration and rule of law; 

violence against women; human rights and counter-terrorism; and the rights of persons with disabilities.314 

Additionally, reports by non-governmental organizations highlighted other human rights issues in Canada, including 
the rights of refugees and asylum-seekers; corporate accountability; and the rights of Indigenous persons.315 

Domestically, the Canadian Human Rights Commission (CHRC) also produces an annual report of the human rights 

situation in Canada.316 Although a global leader in the promotion and protection of human rights, Canada still faces 

significant challenges to ensuring rights for all individuals.317 

Background and Framework 

Inspired by international human rights agreements, such as the UDHR (1948), Canada established the Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms in 1982, which outlined the rights and freedoms of all individuals living in Canada.318 Some of 

these rights and freedoms include the right to a democratic government; legal right of persons accused of crimes; 

rights of Indigenous persons; and the right to equality.319 However, the Charter does not contain all rights and 

freedoms of an individual; rather, Canadian law, in general, provides additional rights and freedoms, such as laws 

against discrimination and rights to witnesses, victims and persons accused of crimes.320 At the international level, 

Canada is party to several human rights instruments:  
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Canada ratified the ICCPR , as well as the Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, on 23 March 1976, the same year when 

the treaty entered into force.321 Upon ratification of the ICCPR, Canada is required to submit periodic reports to the 

UN Human Rights Committee, with its most recent one being in 2010.322 Outlined in the Human Rights 

Committee’s Concluding observations on the sixth periodic report of Canada, some issues relating to the ICCPR 

include the right to life and prohibition of torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; violence against 

women; and the right to liberty and security.323 In regards to ICESCR, Canada ratified the treaty on 3 January 
1976.324 Canada remains committed to the protection and enjoyment of the economic, social and cultural rights of 

Canadians; however, Canada still faces some challenges that hinder the full protection and enjoyment of such 

rights.325 In particular, the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has advised Canada to take 

greater action to address issues such as non-discrimination; the rights of Indigenous persons; the right to an adequate 

standard of living; and the right to health.326 

On 17 July 1980, Canada signed CEDAW and ratified the treaty on 10 December 1981.327 In 2016, the Committee 

welcomed Canada’s efforts to accelerate the elimination of discrimination against women and promote gender 
equality through improving its institutional and policy framework. However, the Committee still pointed out several 

concerns, primarily about implementation, accountability and enforcement of newly adopted policies and legislation 

regarding CEDAW.328 Regarding the CRPD, Canada signed the Convention on 30 March 2007 and ratified it on 11 

March 2010.329 Despite securing the rights of persons with disabilities through constitutional and statutory 

frameworks and engaging in dialogue with the disability community, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities highlighted areas of improvement, a few of which include targeting specific groups, such as women and 
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Indigenous persons; increasing awareness among public and private sectors; and expanding access to education, 

health and legal services.330 

Cooperation with Human Rights Mechanisms 

Since undergoing the first and second review cycles under the UPR, Canada remains committed to strengthening 

existing mechanisms and procedures in regards to its human rights obligations and continues to make progress.331 

Specifically, some of the issues Canada is addressing include the rights of Indigenous persons; violence against 

women and children; and the right to adequate standard of living.332 For example, in regards to violence against 

women and children, Canada has taken both legislative and non-legislative measures to protect these individuals 

from violence.333 Some of these measures include amendments to the Criminal Code to better protect children and 

youth from sexual predators, one of which increases offender accountability and support for victims of crime; 

engaging men and boys in ending violence against women and girls; and developing action plans that specifically 

focus on addressing domestic violence. Additionally, Canada prioritized the rights of Indigenous persons in 2010 but 
did not remove its initial objections the 2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

(UNDRIP) until 2016.334 In accordance with the UNDRIP, Canada aims to implement its provisions through Bill C-

262 by setting out key principles, such as requiring the cooperation between both the federal government and 

Indigenous persons to develop a national action plan.335 Under the Canadian Human Rights Act (CHRA), Canada 

also established the Human Rights Tribunal in 1985, which acts as a quasi-judicial body to apply and interpret the 

CHRA to complaints of discrimination referred to by the CHRC.336 As a whole, Canada protects and ensures human 

rights through constitutional and legislative measures, as well as policies and programs.337 Further, all levels of 

government cooperate to ensure protections are implemented across the country.338 

As a State Party to several major human rights treaties, Canada is obligated to submit periodic reports to the various 

entities within the OHCHR.339 A few of Canada’s most recent reports include those related to the CRPD, CEDAW, 

and the 1987 Convention against Torture, and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(CAT).340 Canada has taken several steps to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities.341 For 

example, Canada criminalized sexual exploitation of a person with a disability is a specific offense in its Criminal 

Code, which aims to protect all individuals against assault, sexual assault, murder and threats of such actions in its 

Criminal Code.342 In addition, led by Canada’s Department of Justice, the Federal Victims Strategy provides funding 

for organizations working with and for persons with disabilities to ensure that victims and their families are aware of 

the legal services and assistance available to them, as well as having full access to the criminal justice system.343  

Regarding the CAT, a few ways that Canada upholds its commitments and obligations to the agreement includes 

improving the conditions of detention and addressing the mental health of prisoners.344 Overcrowding continues to 

be an issue in the federal prison system, which contained 40,000 offenders in 2015, an amount that exceeds the 
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capacity of 38,771.345 However, the Correctional Service of Canada is taking steps to address the issue by expanding 

the capacity of federal institutions and increasing the number of accommodation spaces.346 Regarding the issue of 

mental health in prisons, Canada launched the Mental Health Action Plan for Federal Offenders (“Action Plan”) in 

May 2014.347 With the goal of better meeting the mental health needs of offenders the Action Plan consists of five 

key areas: assessment; management; intervention; training and development; and governance and oversight.348 Each 

of these key areas also outlines specific activities to be completed by various actors in the criminal justice system.349 

For example, under governance and oversight, one of the activities included developing and promoting the Mental 

Health Strategy for Corrections in Canada.350 As a whole, this strategy aims to improve the effectiveness of services 
provided to prisoners with mental health needs prior to, during and after being in the custody of a correctional 

facility.351 

In 2014, Canada submitted its most recent report to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 

Women.352 Despite advancements towards the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women and 

girls, Indigenous and minority women still lack access to housing, adequate health services, economic development, 

and education and employment.353 As a result of certain policies and funding mechanisms, such as the 1985 Indian 

Act, these individuals are unable to receive services from essential social programs.354 Recent initiatives to improve 

the socioeconomic conditions of Indigenous and minority women include the implementation of a Maternal Child 
Health Program, which aims to address gaps in the overall health status of the Indigenous persons compared to other 

Canadians; and increasing access to post-secondary education programs that teach Indigenous and minority women 

the skills they need to enter the workforce.355 Additionally, women and girls continue to be more vulnerable than 

men to all forms of violence, such as sexual harassment and honor killings. Moreover, Indigenous women in Canada 

are especially likely to report experiencing some form of violence.356 In response to violence against women and 

girls, one of the measures implemented by Canada include amendments to several pieces of legislation, including 

the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and Civil Marriage Act, which aim to help protect women and girls 

from early and forced marriage and criminalize the act of killing in the name of honor.357  

Implementation of Human Rights Obligations 

Canada continues to make progress in regard to promoting and protecting the rights of all individuals, including 

persons with disabilities, Indigenous persons and women and girls. However, at its 16th session, the UPR Working 

Group brought attention to several areas in which Canada still must improve upon in regards to human rights.358 A 

few of these areas include issues related to corporate accountability; administration of justice; right to social security 

and adequate standard of living; and human rights and counter-terrorism.359  

Administration of justice and rule of law 
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The UN has adopted multiple agreements, guidelines and principles, regarding human rights in administrative 

justice and rule of law, on protecting persons subjected to detention or imprisonment.360 One of these documents 

includes the CAT, to which Canada is a State Party.361 According to the CAT, torture means any act: 

“by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a 
person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or confession, 

punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, 

or intimidating or coercing him or a third person […]”.362  

However, increasing concerns about the confinement of Adam Capay, an indigenous man held in pre-trial solitary 

confinement for over four years, over 1,000 days, became public in October 2016.363 Within the four years locked in 

solitary confinement, Capay lived in a basement unit with a 24-hour light, developed speech and memory problems, 

and occasionally engaged in self-harm.364 However, under the UN Mandela Rules, prisoners should not be confined 

to their cells for 22 hours a day without meaningful social interaction for more than 15 consecutive days.365 Solitary 
confinement, also known as administrative segregation, is not unique to the case of Capay.366 According to a 2016 

report by the Ontario Human Rights Commission, up to 1,500 prisoners in the Ontario correctional system spend 

more than 15 days in solitary confinement.367 In total, over 40,000 individuals are incarcerated in Canada’s jails and 

prisons each day, many of which wait for their trial or a bail decision and are only accused of a crime.368 Despite 

repeated recommendations to improve the treatment and human rights of Canadian prisoners, few of these are yet to 

be implemented.369 

Canada also faces significant challenges in regards to the issue of children in immigration detention.370 Currently, 

Canadian law and policy does not prohibit immigration detention of children and no limit on the amount of time 
children can be held in such detention exists.371 Between 2010 and 2014, an average of 242 children were held in 

immigration detention, many of whom are not Canadian citizens.372 Although only foreign nationals and permanent 

residents may be subject to immigration detention orders under the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act and the 

Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations, some of the children in detention also include Canadian 

citizens.373 These children specifically are often not legally recognized as detainees, but are perceived as guests of a 

detention facility.374 Without proper legislative or legal safeguards, Canadian children are also at risk of serious 

human rights violations.375 More specifically, separation of families may often result in mental health issues and 

psychological distress for both children and their parents.376 Several UN bodies in particular, such the UN High 

Commissioner for the Refugees, have expressed concern at the ongoing failure of Canadian immigration officials to 

adequately consider the best interests of children.377 In response to such concerns, the Canada Border Services 

Agency is working on reforming the immigration detention program by increasing the availability of effective 
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alternatives to detention and eliminating the detention of minors, except in the most rare and exceptional 

circumstances in detention facilities.378 

Corporate accountability 

Canada also faces significant challenges in regards to corporate accountability and protecting workers against 

human rights abuses.379 From 23 May to 1 June 2017, the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights 

undertook its first official visit to Canada to examine efforts to prevent and address adverse consequences of 

business operations on human rights.380 The UN Working Group further looked into actions taken by Canadian 

companies operating abroad to ensure respect for human rights.381 In particular, the Working Group assessed the 

ways in which the Canadian Government and business are implementing obligations and responsibilities under the 

UN Guiding Principles and Business and Human Rights.382 At the end of this first official visit, the Working Group 

brought attention to several challenges still faced by Canada, a few of which include the relationship between the 

Government and businesses with indigenous persons, harassment and violence of human rights defenders and 
environmentalists, and the lack of adequate and timely remedies to victims of rights abuses.383 

Multiple human rights bodies, as well as CSOs, remain particularly concerned at human rights abuses by companies 

operating abroad.384 Between 2000 and 2015, a study conducted by the UN Working Group on Business and Human 

Rights reported 30 deaths and 709 cases of criminalization, all of which were associated with the operations of 28 

Canadian companies.385 In November 2014, three Eritreans filed a lawsuit against Nevsun Resources, a mining 

company, and accused the company of forced labor.386 Prior to the lawsuit, in 2013, Human Rights Watch (HRW) 

interviewed several Eritreans working at Bisha, the only operating mine at the time.387 Some of the human rights 

abuses mentioned by the individuals interviewed include inadequate living conditions and arbitrary arrest and 
imprisonment.388 Such human rights abuses are not rare in regards to forced labor, especially when these individuals 

are required to perform dangerous work.389  

The case of Nevsun also shows that while the Canadian mining firm was not directly responsible for the human 

rights abuses in Eritrea, such abuses still happen because of powerful state-controlled local contractors.390 In 

response to these allegations of human rights abuses, Canada was encouraged to develop mechanisms that monitor 

and regulate the human rights practices of their multinational companies when they operate abroad.391 Although it is 

a persistent human rights issue faced by Canada, the national Government is taking steps to mitigate human rights 
abuses abroad by its corporations.392 For example, the Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability proposed 

draft legislation that would establish an extraterritorial oversight and independent mechanism to hear and investigate 

human rights complaints against Canadian companies operating in other countries.393 

Counterterrorism and security policies 
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In 2015, the UN Human Rights Committee expressed concern at a piece of anti-terrorism legislation, also known as 

Bill C-51, which contained potential to negatively impact human rights.394 Specifically, the legislation increases the 

powers of Canada’s spy agency, the Canadian Security Intelligence Service; expands the no-fly list; gives federal 

law enforcement new powers of preventative arrest; and bans the promotion of terrorism.395 The UN Human Rights 

Committee specifically raised concerns that the use of security certificates, which would allow Canada to detain and 

remove non-Canadians, including for the use of national security reasons, could result in unlawful deportations.396 

Further, another concern included the lack of sufficient oversight mechanisms over law enforcement institutions.397 

Both the Canadian Civil Liberties Union (CCLU) and Canadian Journalists for Free Expression also addressed the 
anti-terrorism legislation in a joint statement in 2015, saying that some sections of the new policy violate democratic 

principles.398 

One of the most controversial aspects of the anti-terrorism bill includes preventative arrest and detention of an 

individual if a law enforcement official reasonably believes that such individual may carry out a certain terrorist 

activity.399 Specifically, some organizations within the international community are particularly concerned about 

“detention without charge,” which permits law enforcement officers to detain, but not charge, individuals suspected 

of planning to commit terrorist acts.400 The UN Human Rights Committee in particular noted that such detention 

violates the right to liberty and security.401 In response to the issue of preventative arrest and detention, and 
detention without charge, several national and international organizations have made some recommendations to 

Canada.402 For example, the British Columbia Civil Liberties Association (BCCLA) encouraged the Canadian 

government to consider charging terrorism suspects under criminal law as an alternative to preventative arrest and 

detention.403 Amnesty International also shares the BCCLA’s position, and has repeatedly called on Canada not to 

arrest and detain individuals for reasons of national security unless the individual will be charged and brought to 

trial in a reasonable time period.404 In accordance with international human rights law, Canada is recommended to 

use institutions and procedure of normal criminal justice, including the presumption of innocence.405 

Conclusion  

Within the international community Canada remains committed to human rights, which is often shown by its 

outstanding record on fundamental civil and political rights protections that are provided by the Canadian Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms.406 Some of the human rights issues Canada is continually working to address include the 

rights of Indigenous persons; violence against women; the rights of persons with disabilities; and rights of refugees 

and asylum-seekers. Despite advances and progress regarding human rights in Canada, the government still faces 

significant challenges, a few of which relate to administration of justice and rule of law; corporate accountability; 

and human rights in countering and preventing terrorism.407 Canada will next undergo review by the HRC-UPR 
mechanism in February 2018.408 

  

                                                        
394 Murphy, Canada’s controversial terrorism law criticized by UN human rights group, 2015, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/23/canada-terrorism-law-united-nations-human-rights  
395 Ibid. 
396 Ibid. 
397 Murphy, Canadian activists turn to UN with challenge to controversial anti-terror bill, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/06/canada-anti-terror-bill-united-nations-amnesty-international 
398 NP, ‘Bill C-51 is a grave threat to our rights in Canada’: Groups to launch Charter challenge against law, 2015, https://goo.gl/6SxLcU  
399 CCLA, Understanding Bill C-51: The Anti-Terrorism Act, 2015, 2015, https://ccla.org/understanding-bill-c-51-the-anti-terrorism-act-2015/  
400 Amnesty International, Insecurity and Human Rights: Concerns and Recommendations with Respect to Bill C-51, The Anti-Terrorism Act, 

2015, 2015, http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/amnesty_international_brief_regarding_bill_c-51.pdf 
401 Ibid. 
402 Ibid. 
403 Cheung, Submission to the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security, 2015, https://bccla.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/03/BCCLA-Submissions-on-C-51-For-website.pdf  
404 Amnesty International, Insecurity and Human Rights: Concerns and Recommendations with Respect to Bill C-51, The Anti-Terrorism Act, 

2015, 2015, http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/amnesty_international_brief_regarding_bill_c-51.pdf  
405 Ibid. 
406 HRW, Canada, https://www.hrw.org/americas/canada  
407 Amnesty International, Canada 2016/2017, 2017, https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/canada/report-canada/  
408 OHCHR, HRC Universal Periodic Review (Third Cycle), http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/UPR_3rd_cycle.pdf  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/23/canada-terrorism-law-united-nations-human-rights
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/06/canada-anti-terror-bill-united-nations-amnesty-international
https://goo.gl/6SxLcU
https://ccla.org/understanding-bill-c-51-the-anti-terrorism-act-2015/
http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/amnesty_international_brief_regarding_bill_c-51.pdf
https://bccla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BCCLA-Submissions-on-C-51-For-website.pdf
https://bccla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BCCLA-Submissions-on-C-51-For-website.pdf
http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/amnesty_international_brief_regarding_bill_c-51.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/americas/canada
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/canada/report-canada/
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/UPR_3rd_cycle.pdf


 

33 

Bibliography 

Committee Overview 

Key Documents  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Basic Facts about the UPR. (n.d.). 
Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx  

Gujadhur, S. & M. Limon. (2016). Towards the Third Cycle of the UPR: Stick or Twist?. Universal Rights Group. 

Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (n.d.). History of the Document. Retrieved 10 December 2017 

from: http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-declaration/history-document/  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (n.d.). Protect Human Rights. Retrieved 10 December 2017 

from: http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/index.html  

United Nations General Assembly. (2006). Human Rights Council (A/RES/50/251). Adopted without reference to a 

Main Committee (A/60/L.48). Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251  

United Nations, Human Rights Council. (2007). Institution-Building of the United Nations Human Rights Council 

(A/HRC/RES/5/1). Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/325B5DF6ABBFBF268525734100634561  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Universal Periodic Review. Retrieved 

10 December 2017 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx  

UPR-Info. (2016). The Butterfly Effect: Spreading good practices of UPR implementation. Retrieved 10 December 

2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-

document/pdf/2016_the_butterfly_effect.pdf  

United Nations Documents  

United Nations Commission on Human Rights. (n.d.). Background information: Procedures and mechanisms. 

Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/Background.aspx  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2017, November 1). Human Rights Council Universal Periodic 
Review Working Group to hold twenty-eighth session in Geneva from 6 to 17 November 2017. Retrieved 11 

December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22342&LangID=E  

United Nations General Assembly, Third session. (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/RES/217 A 

(III)). 10 December 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/  

United Nations General Assembly. (2005). In Larger Freedom: towards development, security and human rights for 

all: Report of the Secretary-General (A/59/2005). Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://undocs.org/a/59/2005  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). United Nations Human Rights Council. 

Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2017). Briefing Note: U.N. Human Rights 

Council. Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/HRC_briefingnote_En.pdf  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf
http://www.universal-rights.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/URG_UPR_stick_or_twist.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-declaration/history-document/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/protect-human-rights/index.html
http://undocs.org/a/res/60/251
https://unispal.un.org/DPA/DPR/unispal.nsf/0/325B5DF6ABBFBF268525734100634561
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/2016_the_butterfly_effect.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/2016_the_butterfly_effect.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CHR/Pages/Background.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22342&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://undocs.org/a/59/2005
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/HRC_briefingnote_En.pdf


 

34 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). 36th Session of the Human Rights 

Council: Reports. Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session36/Pages/ListReports.aspx  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Human Rights Council Universal 
Periodic Review. Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/uprlist.pdf  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Membership of the Human Rights 

Council. Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Membership.aspx  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Transforming Our World: Human 

Rights in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/MDGs/Post2015/HRAndPost2015.pdf.  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2017). Universal Periodic Review (UPR): the 

third cycle. Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/PPP_UPR_3rd_cycle_EN.pdf  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Welcome to the Human Rights Council. 

(n.d.). Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx  

Other Sources  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Background on the Advisory Committee. 

Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/AboutAC.aspx  

McMahon, E. (2012). The Universal Periodic Review: A Work in Progress: An Evaluation of the First Cycle of the 

New UPR Mechanism of the United Nations Human Rights Council. Dialogue on Globalization. Retrieved 

11 December 2017 from: http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/genf/09297.pdf  

UN Watch. (2005). Human Rights Reform. Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: 

http://secure.unwatch.org/site/c.bdKKISNqEmG/b.1342853/k.C17/Human_Rights_Reform.htm  

UPR-Info. Ensuring sustainable UPR implementation: A call to action for States to strengthen the third cycle of the 

Universal Periodic Review. (2016). Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: https://www.upr-

info.org/sites/default/files/general-
document/pdf/upr_info_third_cycle_ensuring_sustainable_implementation_2016.pdf  

UPR-Info. (2017). The Civil Society Compendium: A comprehensive guide for Civil Society Organizations engaging 

in the Universal Periodic Review. Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: https://www.upr-

info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/upr_info_cso_compendium_en.pdf  

UPR-Info. (2013, January 30). Israel absent from its own UPR. Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: 

https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/israel-absent-its-own-upr  

UPR-Info. (2013, March 22). Human Rights Council discusses cases of non-cooperation. Retrieved 11 December 

2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/human-rights-council-discusses-cases-non-cooperation  

UPR-Info. (2017, May 22). Women’s rights, detention, and racial discrimination highlighted at UPR 27. Retrieved 

11 December 2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/womens-rights-detention-and-racial-

discrimination-highlighted-at-upr-27  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session36/Pages/ListReports.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/uprlist.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/Membership.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/MDGs/Post2015/HRAndPost2015.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/PPP_UPR_3rd_cycle_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/AboutCouncil.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/AdvisoryCommittee/Pages/AboutAC.aspx
http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/genf/09297.pdf
http://secure.unwatch.org/site/c.bdKKISNqEmG/b.1342853/k.C17/Human_Rights_Reform.htm
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/upr_info_third_cycle_ensuring_sustainable_implementation_2016.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/upr_info_third_cycle_ensuring_sustainable_implementation_2016.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/upr_info_third_cycle_ensuring_sustainable_implementation_2016.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/upr_info_cso_compendium_en.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/general-document/pdf/upr_info_cso_compendium_en.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/israel-absent-its-own-upr
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/human-rights-council-discusses-cases-non-cooperation
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/womens-rights-detention-and-racial-discrimination-highlighted-at-upr-27
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/womens-rights-detention-and-racial-discrimination-highlighted-at-upr-27


 

35 

UPR-Info. (2017, November 27). Almost 3,000 recommendations made to the states of session 28. Retrieved 11 

December 2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/almost-3000-recommendations-made-to-the-

states-of-session-28  

UPR-Info. (2017, September 9). OHCHR takes steps to focus on implementation. Retrieved 11 December 2017 
from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/ohchr-takes-steps-to-focus-on-implementation  

UPR-Info. (2017, September 25). Greater links between the UPR and the SDGs needed in the 3rd cycle. Retrieved 11 

December 2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/greater-links-between-the-upr-and-sdgs-needed-

in-the-3rd-cycle  

UPR-Info. (2017, October 5). States and UPR-Info share best practices for specific action oriented 

recommendations. Retrieved 11 December 2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/states-and-upr-

info-share-best-practices-for-specific-action-oriented-recommendations  

UPR-Info. (2017, September 28). The UPR: a lever to integrate gender perspective in the SDGs. Retrieved 11 

December 2017 from: https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/the-upr-lever-to-integrate-gender-perspective-in-

the-sdgs  

UPR Info. (n.d.). The Follow-up Programme. Retrieved 10 December 2017 from: https://www.upr-

info.org/followup/  

I. Colombia  

Key Documents  

United Nations General Assembly. (2010). Promotion and protection of All Human rights, Civil, Political, 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Including the Right to Development (A/HRC/13/22/Add.3). 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A.HRC.13.22.Add.3_En.pdf 

United Nations Human Rights Council. (2017). Annual Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights on the situation of human rights in Colombia (A/HRC/34/3/Add.3). Retrieved on 15 

December 2017 from: 

www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/.../Session34/.../A_HRC_34_3_Add.3_AUV.doc 

United Nations Security Council. (2017). Report of the Secretary-General on Conflict-Related Sexual Violence 

(S/2017/249). Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: http://www.un.org/en/events/elimination-of-sexual-
violence-in-conflict/pdf/1494280398.pdf 

United Nations Documents  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Universal Periodic Review-Colombia. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/COIndex.aspx 

United Nations Human Rights Council Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review. (2013). National Report 

Submitted in Accordance With Paragraph 5 of the Annex to Human Rights Council Resolution 16/21 

Colombia. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/16/COL/1. 

United Nations. (2006). United Nations Member States. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2006/org1469.doc.htm 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Ratification Status of Colombia. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=37&Lang=EN 

https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/almost-3000-recommendations-made-to-the-states-of-session-28
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/almost-3000-recommendations-made-to-the-states-of-session-28
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/ohchr-takes-steps-to-focus-on-implementation
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/greater-links-between-the-upr-and-sdgs-needed-in-the-3rd-cycle
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/greater-links-between-the-upr-and-sdgs-needed-in-the-3rd-cycle
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/states-and-upr-info-share-best-practices-for-specific-action-oriented-recommendations
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/states-and-upr-info-share-best-practices-for-specific-action-oriented-recommendations
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/the-upr-lever-to-integrate-gender-perspective-in-the-sdgs
https://www.upr-info.org/en/news/the-upr-lever-to-integrate-gender-perspective-in-the-sdgs
https://www.upr-info.org/followup/
https://www.upr-info.org/followup/
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/13session/A.HRC.13.22.Add.3_En.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/.../Session34/.../A_HRC_34_3_Add.3_AUV.doc
http://www.un.org/en/events/elimination-of-sexual-violence-in-conflict/pdf/1494280398.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/events/elimination-of-sexual-violence-in-conflict/pdf/1494280398.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/COIndex.aspx
https://www.un.org/press/en/2006/org1469.doc.htm
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=37&Lang=EN


 

36 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). OHCHR in Colombia 2013-2014. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COSummary1314.aspx 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). OHCHR in Colombia 2013-2014 
Background. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COSummary1314.aspx 

United Nations General Assembly. (2015). Annual Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights Addendum Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the situation of 

human rights in Colombia (A/HRC/28/3/Add.3). Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/.../Session28/.../A_HRC_28_3_Add_3_ENG.doc 

United Nations Convention in the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. (2013). Concluding 

observations on the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of Colombia (CEDAW/C/COL/CO/7-8), 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/COL/CO/7-

8&Lang=En  

United Nations Development Program. (n.d.). Breaking the Silence-UNDP supports and empowers victims of sexual 
violence in the context of the armed conflict in Colombia. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://stories.undp.org/breaking-the-silence 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2017). Colombia: UN Assistant Secretary 

General for Human Rights urges effective protection of rights defenders amidst attacks. Retrieved on 15 

December 2017 from: https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-un-assistant-secretary-general-

human-rights-urges-effective-protection 

Other Sources 

Amnesty International. (n.d.). Colombia 2016/2017. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/colombia/report-colombia/ 

Human Rights Watch. (n.d.). Colombia Events of 2016. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/colombia 

Amnesty International. (n.d.). Colombia. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/colombia/ 

BBC News. (2012, August 14). Colombia Timeline. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/1212827.stm 

Foreign and Common Wealth Office. (2017). Corporate Report Colombia-Human Rights Priority Country. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/colombia-human-

rights-priority-country/colombia-human-rights-priority-country 

Colombian Caravana. (2013 July). Colombia and International Systems for the Protection of Human Rights. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/links/colombian-human-

rights/ 

TeleSur. (2017 May 10). Colombia’s Largest Right-Wing Paramilitary Group Labels Human Rights Defenders 

‘Military Targets’. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Colombias-Largest-Right-Wing-Paramilitary-Group-Labels-

Human-Rights-Defenders-Military-Targets-20170510-0018.html 

Amnesty International. (2017 March 7). Colombia: Paramilitaries force hundreds off their homes as conflict 

persists. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COSummary1314.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/COSummary1314.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/.../Session28/.../A_HRC_28_3_Add_3_ENG.doc
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/COL/CO/7-8&Lang=En
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW/C/COL/CO/7-8&Lang=En
https://stories.undp.org/breaking-the-silence
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-un-assistant-secretary-general-human-rights-urges-effective-protection
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-un-assistant-secretary-general-human-rights-urges-effective-protection
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/colombia/report-colombia/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/colombia
https://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/colombia/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/1212827.stm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/colombia-human-rights-priority-country/colombia-human-rights-priority-country
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/colombia-human-rights-priority-country/colombia-human-rights-priority-country
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/links/colombian-human-rights/
http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/links/colombian-human-rights/
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Colombias-Largest-Right-Wing-Paramilitary-Group-Labels-Human-Rights-Defenders-Military-Targets-20170510-0018.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Colombias-Largest-Right-Wing-Paramilitary-Group-Labels-Human-Rights-Defenders-Military-Targets-20170510-0018.html


 

37 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/colombia-paramilitaries-force-hundreds-off-their-homes-

as-conflict-persists/ 

Kovalik.D. (n.d.). Paramilitaries Continue to haunt Colombia Despite Government Denials. Huffington Post. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: https://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-kovalik/amnesty-international-
par_b_9637088.html  

BBC News. (2013 August 29). Profiles: Colombia’s Armed Groups. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-11400950 

United States Office on Colombia. (2013). Colombia: Women, Conflict-Related Sexual Violence and the Peace 
Process. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ABColombia_Conflict_related_sexual_violence_repo

rt.pdf 

The Bogota Post. (2017 March 10). Making femicide visible. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 

https://thebogotapost.com/2017/03/10/making-femicide-visible/ 

Sandoval.A. (n.d.). Forced displacement in Colombia: obstacles to safe resettlement through the framework of the 

Land Restitution Program. Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration Vol.6, No.2. Retrieved on 15 December 

2017 from: http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/ANDRES-SANDOVAL-Forced-

displacement-in-Colombia-obstacles-to-safe-resettlement-through-the-framework-of-the-Land-Restitution-

Program.pdf 

US National Library of Medicine National Institutes of Health. (2014 January 16). Internal Displacement In 

Colombia. Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5314912/ 

PBI Colombia. (2017 May 9). Concern about the Murder of Human Rights Defenders in Colombia. Retrieved on 15 

December 2017 from: https://pbicolombia.org/2017/05/09/6519/ 

Moloney, A. (2017 January 26). Killings of Colombia rights activists casts shadow over peace deal. Reuters. 

Retrieved on 15 December 2017 from: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-colombia-peace/killings-of-

colombia-rights-activists-casts-shadow-over-peace-deal-idUSKBN1592JW 

II. Malaysia 

Key Documents  

United Nations General Assembly. (2013, December 4). Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic 

Review –Malaysia. A/HRC/25/10. Human Rights Council, Twenty-fifth session. Retrieved 16 December 

2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/HRC/25/10  

United Nations General Assembly. (2011, September 6). Information presented by the Human Rights Commission of 

Malaysia (SUHAKAM). A/HRC/25/10. Human Rights Council, Eighteenth session. Retrieved 15 January 

2018 from: http://www.suhakam.org.my/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/2-SUHAKAM_UPR-Interim-

Report_-_to-_HRC-18.pdf  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Ratification Status for Malaysia. 

Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=105&Lang=EN  

Universal Periodic Review Info. (n.d.). Database of Recommendations. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: 

https://www.upr-info.org/database/index.php 

BBC. (2017, July 20). Malaysia Country Profile. BBC News. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15356257  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/colombia-paramilitaries-force-hundreds-off-their-homes-as-conflict-persists/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/colombia-paramilitaries-force-hundreds-off-their-homes-as-conflict-persists/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-kovalik/amnesty-international-par_b_9637088.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-kovalik/amnesty-international-par_b_9637088.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-11400950
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ABColombia_Conflict_related_sexual_violence_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ABColombia_Conflict_related_sexual_violence_report.pdf
https://thebogotapost.com/2017/03/10/making-femicide-visible/
http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/ANDRES-SANDOVAL-Forced-displacement-in-Colombia-obstacles-to-safe-resettlement-through-the-framework-of-the-Land-Restitution-Program.pdf
http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/ANDRES-SANDOVAL-Forced-displacement-in-Colombia-obstacles-to-safe-resettlement-through-the-framework-of-the-Land-Restitution-Program.pdf
http://oxmofm.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/ANDRES-SANDOVAL-Forced-displacement-in-Colombia-obstacles-to-safe-resettlement-through-the-framework-of-the-Land-Restitution-Program.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5314912/
https://pbicolombia.org/2017/05/09/6519/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-colombia-peace/killings-of-colombia-rights-activists-casts-shadow-over-peace-deal-idUSKBN1592JW
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-colombia-peace/killings-of-colombia-rights-activists-casts-shadow-over-peace-deal-idUSKBN1592JW
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/25/10
http://www.suhakam.org.my/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/2-SUHAKAM_UPR-Interim-Report_-_to-_HRC-18.pdf
http://www.suhakam.org.my/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/2-SUHAKAM_UPR-Interim-Report_-_to-_HRC-18.pdf
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=105&Lang=EN
https://www.upr-info.org/database/index.php?limit=0&f_SUR=104&f_SMR=All&order=&orderDir=ASC&orderP=true&f_Issue=All&searchReco=&resultMax=300&response=&action_type=&session=&SuRRgrp=&SuROrg=&SMRRgrp=&SMROrg=&pledges=RecoOnly
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15356257


 

38 

The Coalition of Malaysian NGOs in the UPR Process (COMANGO). (2016). Malaysia’s 2017 UPR Mid-Term 

Review. Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: http://www.suaram.net/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2016/05/COMANGO-2016-UPR-Mid-Term-Review.pdf 

Human Rights Watch. (2017). World Report 2017 – Malaysia, Events of 2016. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/malaysia  

United Nations Documents  

United Nations General Assembly. (1966, December 19). International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: https://treaties.un.org/doc/publication/unts/volume%20999/volume-999-i-

14668-english.pdf 

United Nations General Assembly. (1984, December 10). Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment. A/RES/39/46. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/39/a39r046.htm  

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2010). Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of 

Refugees, 60 years. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10.pdf  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Human Rights Council Universal 

Periodic Review (Third Cycle). Retrieved 16 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/UPR_3rd_cy

cle.pdf&action=default&DefaultItemOpen=1  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2014, March 20). Human Rights Council 
adopts Universal Periodic Review outcomes of Jordan, Malaysia and the Central African Republic. 

Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14414&LangID=E  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2015, March 2). Trafficking in persons: UN 

human rights expert urges Malaysia to focus efforts on victims. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15633&LangID=E 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2016, December 9). UN experts call on 

Malaysia to stop targeting human rights defenders under national security legislation. Retrieved 15 

January 2018 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21005&LangID=E  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2017, September 21). Preliminary 
Observations by the United Nations Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights Karima Bennounce at 

the end of her visit to Malaysia. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22121&LangID=E  

Other Sources 

Albert, E. (2017, December 6). The Rohingya Crisis. Council on Foreign Relations. Retrieved 17 December 2017 

from: https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/rohingya-crisis 

BBC. (2016, July 22). 1MDB: The case that has riveted Malaysia. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33447456  

The Commissioner of Law Revision, Malaysia. (2010, November 1). Federal Constitution. Retrieved 15 January 

2018 from: 
http://www.agc.gov.my/agcportal/uploads/files/Publications/FC/Federal%20Consti%20(BI%20text).pdf  

http://www.suaram.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/COMANGO-2016-UPR-Mid-Term-Review.pdf
http://www.suaram.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/COMANGO-2016-UPR-Mid-Term-Review.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/malaysia
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/39/a39r046.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/3b66c2aa10.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/UPR_3rd_cycle.pdf&action=default&DefaultItemOpen=1
http://www.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/Documents/HRBodies/UPR/UPR_3rd_cycle.pdf&action=default&DefaultItemOpen=1
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14414&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15633&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21005&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22121&LangID=E
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/rohingya-crisis
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33447456
http://www.agc.gov.my/agcportal/uploads/files/Publications/FC/Federal%20Consti%20(BI%20text).pdf


 

39 

Cornell Law School. (2013, January 3). Cornell Center on the Dealth Penalty Worldwide, Death Penalty Database, 

Malaysia. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-

post.cfm?country=malaysia  

Davidson, D. (2017, August 7). Where’s national human rights action plan, asks Suhakam. The Malaysian Insight. 
Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/9977/  

Forum Asia. (2016, June). Malaysia – Implementation of UPR Recommendations: Progressing or Regressing? 

Flyer. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: https://www.forum-asia.org/uploads/wp/2016/06/Side-event-UPR-

Malaysia-flyer.pdf  

Durando, J. (2017, October 3). MH370: ‘Inconceivable’ disappearance remains mystery 3 years later. USA Today. 

Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/10/03/report-says-

mystery-flight-370-almost-inconceivable/726308001/  

Grudgings, S. (2014, March 12). Malaysia failing credibility test as flight confusion deepens. Reuters. Retrieved 15 

January 2018 from: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-airlines-confusion-pictures/malaysia-

failing-credibility-test-as-flight-confusion-deepens-idUSBREA2C0A420140313  

Kurlantzick, J. (2014, March 19). Can Malaysia Restore Its Public Image? Council on Foreign Relations. Retrieved 

17 December 2017 from: https://www.cfr.org/blog/can-malaysia-restore-its-public-image 

Kurlantzick, J. (2016, September 30). Malaysia’s Parties Prepare for 2018 Elections. Council on Foreign Relations. 

Retrieved 17 December 2017 from: https://www.cfr.org/blog/malaysias-parties-prepare-2018-elections 

PEMANDU. (2011). GTP Overview. Government Transformation Programme. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://gtp.pemandu.gov.my/gtp/About_GTP-@-GTP_Overview.aspx  

PEMANDU. (2011). NKRAs Overview. Government Transformation Programme. Retrieved 15 January 2018 from: 

http://gtp.pemandu.gov.my/gtp/What_Are_NKRAs%5E-@-NKRAs_Overview.aspx  

United States, Central Intelligence Agency. (2017, December 12). The World Factbook –Malaysia. Retrieved 17 

December 2017 from: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/my.html 

III. Canada 

Key Documents 

Government of Canada- Reports on United Nations human rights treaties. (n.d.). Government of Canada 

Commitments Related to Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-

treaties/commitments-economic-social-cultural-rights.html  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Universal Periodic Review-Canada. 

Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/CAindex.aspx.  

United Nations, Economic and Social Council, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. (2016). 

Concluding observations on the sixth periodic report of Canada. Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: 

http://undocs.org/E/C.12/CAN/CO/6  

United Nations Human Rights Committee. (2014). List of issues in relation to the sixth periodic report of Canada 

(CCPR/C/CAN/Q/6). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/CCPR/C/CAN/Q/6  

United Nations General Assembly. (2009). Compilation prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights, in accordance with paragraph 15(B) of the annex to Human Rights Council Resolution 5/1 
(A/HRC/WG.6/4/CAN/2). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/4/CAN/2  

http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=malaysia
http://www.deathpenaltyworldwide.org/country-search-post.cfm?country=malaysia
https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/9977/
https://www.forum-asia.org/uploads/wp/2016/06/Side-event-UPR-Malaysia-flyer.pdf
https://www.forum-asia.org/uploads/wp/2016/06/Side-event-UPR-Malaysia-flyer.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/10/03/report-says-mystery-flight-370-almost-inconceivable/726308001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/10/03/report-says-mystery-flight-370-almost-inconceivable/726308001/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-airlines-confusion-pictures/malaysia-failing-credibility-test-as-flight-confusion-deepens-idUSBREA2C0A420140313
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-airlines-confusion-pictures/malaysia-failing-credibility-test-as-flight-confusion-deepens-idUSBREA2C0A420140313
https://www.cfr.org/blog/can-malaysia-restore-its-public-image
https://www.cfr.org/blog/malaysias-parties-prepare-2018-elections
http://gtp.pemandu.gov.my/gtp/About_GTP-@-GTP_Overview.aspx
http://gtp.pemandu.gov.my/gtp/What_Are_NKRAs%5E-@-NKRAs_Overview.aspx
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/my.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/commitments-economic-social-cultural-rights.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/commitments-economic-social-cultural-rights.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/CAindex.aspx
http://undocs.org/E/C.12/CAN/CO/6
http://undocs.org/CCPR/C/CAN/Q/6
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/4/CAN/2


 

40 

United Nations General Assembly. (2013). Compilation prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights in accordance with paragraph 5 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 16/21 

(A/HRC/WG.6/16/CAN/2). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/16/CAN/2  

United Nations General Assembly, Human Rights Council. (2013). National Report submitted in accordance with 
paragraph 5 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 16/21 (A/HRC/WG.6/16/CAN/1). Retrieved 

12 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/16/CAN/1  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Human Rights Council Universal 

Periodic Review (Third Cycle). Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.hrw.org/americas/canada  

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. (n.d.). Universal Human Rights Instruments. 

Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UniversalHumanRightsInstruments.aspx  

United Nations Documents 

United Nations, Committee against Torture. (2016). Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under 

article 19 of the Convention pursuant to the optional reporting procedure (CAT/C/CAN/7). Retrieved 13 

December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/CAT/C/CAN/7  

United Nations, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. (2015). Report of the inquiry 

concerning Canada of the committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women under article 8 

of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women (CEDAW/C/OP.8/CAN/1). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: 

http://undocs.org/CEDAW/C/OP.8/CAN/1  

United Nations, Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. (2016). Concluding observations 

on the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of Canada (CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/8-9). Retrieved 12 

December from: http://undocs.org/CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/8-9  

United Nations, Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. (2017). Concluding observations on the 

initial report of Canada (CRPD/C/CAN/CO/1). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: 

http://undocs.org/CRPD/C/CAN/CO/1  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2017, May 18). Canada: UN expert group to assess impact of 

business operations on human rights. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21631&LangID=E  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2017, June 1). Statement at the end of visit to Canada by the 
United Nations Working Group on Business and Human Rights. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21680&LangID=E  

United Nations, Department of Public Information. (2017, June 1). UN experts urge Canada to take tougher line on 

business-related rights abuses. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21680&LangID=E  

United Nations General Assembly, Thirty-ninth session. (1984). Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (A/RES/39/46). Adopted on the report of the Third 

Committee (A/39/708). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/A/RES/39/46\ 

United Nations General Assembly, Seventieth session. (2015). United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the 

Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules) (A/RES/70/175). Adopted on the report of the Third 

Committee (A/70/490). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/a/res/70/175  

http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/16/CAN/2
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/WG.6/16/CAN/1
https://www.hrw.org/americas/canada
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UniversalHumanRightsInstruments.aspx
http://undocs.org/CAT/C/CAN/7
http://undocs.org/CEDAW/C/OP.8/CAN/1
http://undocs.org/CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/8-9
http://undocs.org/CRPD/C/CAN/CO/1
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21631&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21680&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21680&LangID=E
http://undocs.org/A/RES/39/46/
http://undocs.org/a/res/70/175


 

41 

United Nations General Assembly, Human Rights Council. (2013). Draft report of the Working Group on the 

Universal Periodic Review (A/HRC/WG.6/16/L.9). Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: https://www.upr-

info.org/sites/default/files/document/canada/session_16_-_april_2013/a_hrc_wg.6_16_l.9_canada.pdf  

United Nations General Assembly, Human Rights Council. (2015). Report of the commission of inquiry on human 
rights in Eritrea (A/HRC/29/42). Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: http://undocs.org/a/hrc/29/42  

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. (2014). Global Strategy Beyond Detention. Retrieved 13 

December 2017 from: http://www.unhcr.org/57b5831f4  

Other Sources 

Amnesty International. (2015). Insecurity and Human Rights: Concerns and Recommendations with Respect to Bill 

C-51, The Anti-Terrorism Act, 2015. Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: 

http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/amnesty_international_brief_regarding_bill_c-51.pdf  

Amnesty International. (2016). Bill C-262: An essential Framework for implementation of the United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Retrieved 08 January 2018 from: 

http://www.amnesty.ca/news/bill-c-262-essential-framework-implementation-united-nations-declaration-

rights-indigenous  

Amnesty International. (2017). Amnesty International Report 2016/17: The State of the World’s Human Rights. 

Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/  

Amnesty International. (2017). Canada 2016/2017. Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/canada/report-canada/  

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre. (n.d.). Nevesun lawsuit (re Bisha mine, Eritrea). Retrieved 14 

December 2017 from: https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/nevsun-lawsuit-re-bisha-mine-eritrea  

Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies & Feminist Alliance for International Action. (2017). 
Discrimination against Indigenous and Racialized Women in Canada: Report to the Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination on the Occasion of the Committee’s twenty-first to twenty-third 

Periodic Review of Canada. Retrieved 07 January 2018 from: 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/CAN/INT_CERD_NGO_CAN_28045_E

.pdf  

Canadian Association of Statutory Human Rights Agencies. (n.d.). Canadian Association of Statutory Human Rights 

Agencies. Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: http://www.cashra.ca/default.html  

Canadian Civil Liberties Association. (n.d.). Policing and Public Safety: Prisons and Jails. Retrieved 13 December 

2017 from: https://ccla.org/focus-areas/policing-and-public-safety/prisons-and-jails/  

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal. (n.d.). History of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal. Retrieved 13 December 

2017 from: http://www.chrt-tcdp.gc.ca/about/history-of-the-tribunal-en.html  

Canadian Civil Liberties Association. (2015). Understanding Bill C-51: The Anti-Terrorism Act, 2015. Retrieved 13 

December 2017 from: https://ccla.org/understanding-bill-c-51-the-anti-terrorism-act-2015/  

Canadian Human Rights Commission. (2016). People First: The Canadian Human Rights Commission’s 2016 

Annual Report to Parliament. Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: 

http://www.chrcreport.ca/assets/pdf/CHRC-Annual-2016-EN-web.pdf  

Cheung, C. (2015). Submission to the Standing Committee on Public Safety and National Security: Bill C-51, the 

Anti-Terrorism Act, 2015. British Columbia Civil Liberties Association. Retrieved 13 December 2017 

from: https://bccla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BCCLA-Submissions-on-C-51-For-website.pdf  

https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/canada/session_16_-_april_2013/a_hrc_wg.6_16_l.9_canada.pdf
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/canada/session_16_-_april_2013/a_hrc_wg.6_16_l.9_canada.pdf
http://undocs.org/a/hrc/29/42
http://www.unhcr.org/57b5831f4
http://www.amnesty.ca/sites/amnesty/files/amnesty_international_brief_regarding_bill_c-51.pdf
http://www.amnesty.ca/news/bill-c-262-essential-framework-implementation-united-nations-declaration-rights-indigenous
http://www.amnesty.ca/news/bill-c-262-essential-framework-implementation-united-nations-declaration-rights-indigenous
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/4800/2017/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/canada/report-canada/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/nevsun-lawsuit-re-bisha-mine-eritrea
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/CAN/INT_CERD_NGO_CAN_28045_E.pdf
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/CAN/INT_CERD_NGO_CAN_28045_E.pdf
http://www.cashra.ca/default.html
https://ccla.org/focus-areas/policing-and-public-safety/prisons-and-jails/
http://www.chrt-tcdp.gc.ca/about/history-of-the-tribunal-en.html
https://ccla.org/understanding-bill-c-51-the-anti-terrorism-act-2015/
http://www.chrcreport.ca/assets/pdf/CHRC-Annual-2016-EN-web.pdf
https://bccla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/BCCLA-Submissions-on-C-51-For-website.pdf


 

42 

Council of Canadians with Disabilities. (2005). Panel Presentation by Alex Neve, Secretary General of Amnesty 

International (Canada). Retrieved 07 January 2018 from: 

http://www.ccdonline.ca/en/international/un/canada/neve  

Fontaine, Tim. (2016, May 8). Canada removing objector status to UN Declaration on the rights of indigenous 
peoples. CBC News. Retrieved 08 January 2018 from: http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-

position-un-declaration-indigenous-peoples-1.3572777  

Fundamental Freedoms. (n.d.). The Charter of Rights and Freedoms: The History of the Charter. Retrieved 8 

January 2018 from: http://www.charterofrights.ca/en/26_00_01  

Government of Canada. (n.d.). Federal Victims Strategy and Victims Fund. Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2015/07/federal-victims-strategy-victims-fund.html  

Government of Canada- Human Rights. (n.d.). Your Guide to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/how-rights-

protected/guide-canadian-charter-rights-freedoms.html#a1  

Government of Canada- Canada and the United Nations human rights system. (n.d.). Reports on United Nations 

human rights treaties. Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-

heritage/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties.html  

Government of Canada- Department of Public Safety. (n.d.). Mental Health Action Plan for Federal Offenders. 

Retrieved 09 January 2018 from: https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/crrctns/mntl-hlth-ctn-pln-

en.aspx  

Government of Canada. (2009). International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Sixth Report of Canada. 

Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-

united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/intnl_civil_politique-intnl_civil_political-eng.pdf  

Government of Canada. (2014). Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: First Report of Canada. 
Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-

united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/conv_relative_handicap-conv_rights_disabilities-

eng.pdf  

Government of Canada. (2015, November 19). Canada committed to ending violence against women and girls. 

Retrieved 09 January 2018 from: https://www.canada.ca/en/status-women/news/2015/11/canada-

committed-to-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls.html  

Human Rights Watch. (2015). Canada: Events of 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2017 from: 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/canada  

Gros, H. (2017). Invisible Citizens: Canadian Children in Immigration Detention. University of Toronto: 

International Human Rights Program. Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: 

http://ihrp.law.utoronto.ca/utfl_file/count/PUBLICATIONS/Report-InvisibleCitizens.pdf  

Gros, H. & Y. Song. (2016). “No Life for a Child”: A Roadmap to End Immigration Detention of Children and 

Family Separation. University of Toronto: International Human Rights Program. Retrieved 13 December 

2017 from: http://ihrp.law.utoronto.ca/utfl_file/count/PUBLICATIONS/Report-NoLifeForAChild.pdf  

Human Right Watch. (n.d.). Canada. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.hrw.org/americas/canada  

Human Rights Watch. (2013). Eritrea: Mining Investors Risk Use of Forced Labor. Retrieved 14 December 2017 

from: https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/01/15/eritrea-mining-investors-risk-use-forced-labor  

http://www.ccdonline.ca/en/international/un/canada/neve
http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-position-un-declaration-indigenous-peoples-1.3572777
http://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/canada-position-un-declaration-indigenous-peoples-1.3572777
http://www.charterofrights.ca/en/26_00_01
https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2015/07/federal-victims-strategy-victims-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/how-rights-protected/guide-canadian-charter-rights-freedoms.html#a1
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/how-rights-protected/guide-canadian-charter-rights-freedoms.html#a1
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties.html
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/crrctns/mntl-hlth-ctn-pln-en.aspx
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/cntrng-crm/crrctns/mntl-hlth-ctn-pln-en.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/intnl_civil_politique-intnl_civil_political-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/intnl_civil_politique-intnl_civil_political-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/conv_relative_handicap-conv_rights_disabilities-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/conv_relative_handicap-conv_rights_disabilities-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/canada-united-nations-system/reports-united-nations-treaties/conv_relative_handicap-conv_rights_disabilities-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/status-women/news/2015/11/canada-committed-to-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/status-women/news/2015/11/canada-committed-to-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls.html
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2017/country-chapters/canada
http://ihrp.law.utoronto.ca/utfl_file/count/PUBLICATIONS/Report-InvisibleCitizens.pdf
http://ihrp.law.utoronto.ca/utfl_file/count/PUBLICATIONS/Report-NoLifeForAChild.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/americas/canada
https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/01/15/eritrea-mining-investors-risk-use-forced-labor


 

43 

Human Rights Watch. (2013). Hear No Evil: Forced Labor and Corporate Responsibility in Eritrea’s Mining 

Sector. Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/01/15/hear-no-evil/forced-

labor-and-corporate-responsibility-eritreas-mining-sector  

Mental Health Commission of Canada. (2009). Mental Health Strategy: For Corrections in Canada. Retrieved 08 
January 2018 from: http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/health/092/MH-strategy-eng.pdf  

Murphy, J. (2015). Canadian activists turn to UN with challenge to controversial anti-terror bill. The Guardian. 

Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/06/canada-anti-terror-

bill-united-nations-amnesty-international  

Murphy, J. (2015). Canada’s controversial terrorism law criticised by UN human rights group. The Guardian. 

Retrieved 14 December 2017 from: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/23/canada-terrorism-law-

united-nations-human-rights  

Patriquin, M. (2016, November 2). Why Adam Capay has spent 1,560 days in solitary. Maclean’s. Retrieved 13 

December 2017 from: http://www.macleans.ca/news/why-adam-capay-has-spent-1560-days-in-solitary/  

Tang, J. (2015). ‘Bill C-51 is a grave threat to our rights in Canada’: Groups to launch Charter challenge against 

law. National Post. Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: http://nationalpost.com/news/politics/bill-c-51-is-a-

grave-threat-to-our-rights-in-canada-groups-to-launch-charter-challenge-against-law  

White, P. (2017, April 5). First Nations chief calls prisoner’s treatment in solitary confinement inhumane. Globe 

and Mail. Retrieved 13 December 2017 from: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/first-

nations-chief-calls-prisoners-treatment-in-solitary-inhumane/article32483737/  

World Prison Brief. (n.d.). Canada: World Prison Brief data. Retrieved 09 January 2018 from: 

http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/canada  

https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/01/15/hear-no-evil/forced-labor-and-corporate-responsibility-eritreas-mining-sector
https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/01/15/hear-no-evil/forced-labor-and-corporate-responsibility-eritreas-mining-sector
http://www.csc-scc.gc.ca/health/092/MH-strategy-eng.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/06/canada-anti-terror-bill-united-nations-amnesty-international
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/06/canada-anti-terror-bill-united-nations-amnesty-international
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/23/canada-terrorism-law-united-nations-human-rights
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jul/23/canada-terrorism-law-united-nations-human-rights
http://www.macleans.ca/news/why-adam-capay-has-spent-1560-days-in-solitary/
http://nationalpost.com/news/politics/bill-c-51-is-a-grave-threat-to-our-rights-in-canada-groups-to-launch-charter-challenge-against-law
http://nationalpost.com/news/politics/bill-c-51-is-a-grave-threat-to-our-rights-in-canada-groups-to-launch-charter-challenge-against-law
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/first-nations-chief-calls-prisoners-treatment-in-solitary-inhumane/article32483737/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/first-nations-chief-calls-prisoners-treatment-in-solitary-inhumane/article32483737/
http://www.prisonstudies.org/country/canada

	Cover_HRC_2018_Portland
	NWMUNPortland2018BGG-HRC-UPR - FINAL

